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. Theſe Diſcourſes are ſuitable ta the Charafter of 
a ſenſible Man; are enforced with Jome Warmth and 
Energy; and breathe a Spirit of Piety and Benevolence. : 
The firft Di iſcourſe is upon a Text extremely well ſuited 
to the Occaſion of their yearly Meeting. In the fecond 
Sermon the Chriftian Principles of the Quakers an occa- | 
fimally 8 and many pious  Exhartations are 
given, which may be attended to awith Advantage by 
e f every Denomination,” &c. &c. 
Critical and * Nur. 


re 


| public. ö | 


INTRODUCTION. 


6 He: following pathetic and moving exhor- 


tations, were, as carefully as poſſible, 
taken down in characters, as they flowed from 
the lips of the preacher to large and crowded 
aud:ences ; at which were preſent numbers of 
different perſuaſions : many of whom have re- 


queſted copies of the tranſcript ; and others 


have deſired, in the ſtrongeſt terms, that they 


might be made {till more public, by means of 
the preſs. N 3 


AND as it is probable, that the prej 8 


which ſome have conceived againſt the faith and 
principles of the Quakers, (as a people ſepa- 


rated from the eſtabliſhed church,) may be re- 
moved, by a diſpaſſionate peruſal of theſe diſ- 


_ courſes, the Editor preſumes this will be a rea- 


ſon, of itſelf ſufficient, Tor their being made 
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The flowing a + ee on Firft Be 2 Ming, 
the 17th of the Fifth Marth, 1797» Mf 2 . 


in 5 riftol. 


A abus in health; wy brother t 
T hath been in my mind to the lan 
ſalutation of Joab te Ana, but 1 be 


ments different, far diſſtrent, from thoſe which 
actuated the treachery of Joab; even thoſe of true 


and tender affection, and with a mind 
. with that charity which wiheth well to 


Art tho in health; mp bratber 
' Teould wiſh; with all poſſible ſolicitude, to. 


every mind preſent, into the moſt careful 120 
in reſpe& to their ſpiritual ſtage of health; au, ꝛ 


their immediate relation and affinity to 


of 


22 5 


almighty Bein 7 is the £ juſt and a 
quiek and de fear it 
anxious a e for the 1 of your 1 


and proſperity of your tempoxal ang u that too 

many of you have too frequently, and in a manner 
totally, neglected the great concern of. — 
tal n 2 which h js e the ane. thing age. 
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Thoſe temporal concerns, I fay, which are of a 
trifling periſhing nature, have, I fear, interrupted 
and taken off from this principal concern: your 
| anxiety: and application towards the attainment of 
the treaſures and the enjoyment of the pleaſures of 
| the world, have occaſioned too great a negle& of 
your religious duty. | 


The conveniences of life are by no means a con- 
temptible concern, where they are bounded with 
temperance, and confined within their proper chan- 
nel: but as there is a part in us of infinitely greater, 

of no leſs than eternal moment; it alſo requires an 

attention proportionable to its proper worth; fot 
what are temporal concerns, when compared with 
the important one of eternity ! | 


The ſtate of the body is ſubject to divers mala- 
- dies; and when we have done- our. utmoſt to pre- 
ſerve it, we ſhall find in the end (and how ſoon that 
may be, none knows) that it is of neceſſity ſubject 
to the ſtroke of death, and to the incloſute of the 
: 5 I have therefore thought it by no means an impro- 
per inquiry for each individual to make, and _ 
ponder, What is thy ſtate, or how is it with thee, O 
my | wh who art capable of partaking of immortal 
joys, and deſtined to triumph over death and the 
ers When this earthly tabernacl all be diſſolved, 
thy 1 and deſtination, if in proper ſound- 
neſs for it, ſhall be made perfect with the whole 
family of God, and be no longer ſubject to the diſ- 
eaſes, pains, trials, and afflictions of this life, but 
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ſhare the things which are of Gop, With the general 
afſembly and church of the firfi-born, whoſe names are 


written in heawen. 


As this is of the moſt infinite importance to the 
ſons of men, I have thought it my particular duty, 
upon the preſent occaſion, to put you in mind of the 
neceſſary inquiry into the ſtate of your ſpiritual 
health; the condition of your immortal ſouls : be- 
ing very apprehenſive that all of you, my brethren, 
are not in perfect health, who have outwardly the 
appearance of health; but that, on the contrary, 
many are in a dangerous ſtate of diſeaſe and ſtupe- 
faction; have only preſerved a lethargic frame, and, 
are tottering upon the brink of deſtruction, 


This inquiry into the preſent ſtate of experience, 
and of advancement in the work of ſalvation, hath 
branched itſelf out in my view, and divided into 

_ ſeveral claſſes, thoſe who are now within the audi- 
ence of my voice. And, in the firſt place, I intreat 
the attention of you, the elders, amongſt whom our 
Lon, as amongſt ſo many ſhepherds, hath divided. 
his flock; over whom you are appointed to watch, 
and to teach them to perſevere in the path which 
leadeth to eternal life ! 3 1 


Vou have experienced the power of-rgligion : 
you have put on the armour of light ; and d ht to 
ſtand as guardian angels, and to call as the angel 
called, ſaying, Come up hither, and 1 will one the 
the bride, the lamb's wife. | - 


* Heb, xii. 23.1 Rom. xili. 12.—f Rev. xxi. 9g. 


ä 5 Are { 


, hoty calling, as delegated ſhepherds under 


| L a - brethren? 
1 with celeſtial food; not with the unlawful things of 


1 
Are you iu keakh, my bretſiren An gan it 


health, my fiters?——fre "yOu in health; my fi 
labourers 1n the Lord ?!——Are you in a lively af 


ive ftate in the cauſe of religion? in the cauſe of 


virtue and tempetance? in the _— of the goſpel, 


as Its i in Chriſt ? 


and 
great Shepherd, walk uprightly in his fear and to "his 


If thoſe that have been called * wy 


 gloty; then the ſheep will with them be more likely 


to be gained upon to follow the great Shepherd ; they 
will then have a frequent defire, a longing appetite 
after the divine Manna, which cometh down from 


' Gop out of Heaven; for every life hath its food and 


its proper nutriment ; and a ſoul panting after Hea- 
ven can be fatisfied with OY ſhort of the food - 


| from: Heaven. 


1 the next place, 1 addrefs 12 my brethren in 
the work of the Fmüniftry, reminding you of its divine 
inſtitution; all that have entered rightly into it being 


| _ of God, as was Auron. 


1 is written, he minketh his angels ſpirits, and his 


minifters a flame of fire; I and 3 the term angels 
be generally underſtood of the glorified ſpirits in 


Heaven; yet, as it fignifies enger, it here ſeems 


to be applicable to thoſe whom the Moſt High pre- 
pares and ſends forth, to excite and enliven his 
militant church on earth. ———Are you in health, my 
It is the divine will that you be fed 


+ Heb. v. — Pſalm civ. 4. 


the 


17 1 
the world, nor with the unlaw ful love of its Iawfuf 
things; but that you become as angels, and like his 
Mitiftering ſpirits, as a flame of fire. He will make 
you, if with due conftancy ye adhere to, and attend 
on him, a ſacred and fixed flame of love, and of 
light never to be extinguiſhed : your care, and pains, 
and labour here will be but a moment, your reward 


© will be @ crown of life everlaſting. The bread that 
you eat, and the water that you drink, and of which 


e miniſter a due ſhare to others, will be daily ſpring- 


mg up in you unto everlaſting life! The divine 
* — 


Manna the daily ſacrifice will be continued, 
Reſt in hope, ——look for the coming of your Loy. 
Labour in the diſcharge of your duty. | 


Indeed it hath ſometimes happened that fome of 
the miniſters of Cnxzisr, fexvards of the myſtery of 
God, f have not been found Leicht to what 2 

required. Be ever mindful of the neceſſity of putting 
on and wearing the ſpriritual robes, prefigured by 


thoſe of Aar: the holy girdle about the loins; the 


breaſt-plate, with the Urim and Thummim; the Bell 
and the Pomegranate. Some indeed have had the 


Bell ſending forth an empty unavailing ſound, but 


have wanted the Pomegranate, the ſoul-enlivening- 


fruit of the good ſpirit of Curisr; our everlaſting | 


high prieſt. 


Bu I hope beter things of you, beloved in Cuzrsr, 
aud things that accompany ſalvation. I am ſure we 


have need, with the utmoſt diligence, application, 


and care, to keep the loins of our mind girded about: 


ve had need to ſtand upon the watch: we have great 
| | 7 1 Cor. iv. 15 2, 


need 
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need to maiatain the utmoſt ſteadineſs: for if we, 


who ſtand in the fore front, ſhould fall, we fall not 
alone: if we ſlide from the path of truth, who 
amongſt us will be able to ſtand! CE 19+ 


We ought to be endued with the ſpirit of wiſdom, 


of judgment, and with ſound minds; which he hath 
promiſed to them that aſk this bleſſing from him, 
and hath made good his promiſe. 85 


Are you in health, my brethren? are you ſtrongly 
attached to the promotion and exaltation of that 
glorious: cauſe which you have embarked in? have 
each of you a ſhare in and a proper care of the 


._LorD's work? do you watch over the flock attendin 5 


on your miniſtry, under the great Shepherd, an 
with the tenderneſs of goſpel love ſeeking to ſave that 
which auas la? . 3 


I freely confeſs my own fears, that I am not inn 


ſtate of perfect health and ſound mind; labouring as 
I ought in the work of the LoR D. As it is a taſk of 


the utmoſt importance, I ought to remaiq ever dif- 
ſident of my own care, and to watch daily in the 
diſcharge of a truſt ſo great and important as that of 


the recovery and preſervation of the /:ft beep of the 
hoaſe of Iſrael. | ; 


The proſtration of the ſoul, before the Gop and 
Father of mercies, in a cauſe of ſuch infinite concern; 
is a continual duty, which can ſcarce ever be ſuffici- 
ently diſcharged. The ſecret cry of my ſoul has 
after this manner frequently ariſen; Lorpy! ſpare 


thy people and bleſs thine heritage.” I am fully 
perſuaded, my friends, were all the minifters and 


_ elders 


| E ] 


elders more bleſſed with ſound health, -the minds of 
the flock would be more filled with brotherly kind- 
neſs, and more and more approach to that ſtate 
which I have mentioned ; they would know what is 
meant by the angels being ſpirits, and how to under- 
ſtand his miniſters * a flame of fire. 


I come now to another claſs, whom I mean to 
addreſs under the title of thoſe within the audience 
of my voice, who continue in a fingle ſtate, _ 


Are you in health; my brethvew and After 7 are you 
poſſeſt of inward virtue, and of ability to live to Gop, 


as becometh his ſaints; and which alone will lead 


you to eternal life? do you 22 after theſe, with 
an unabated zeal? , | 

You muſt not expect always to reſt ſatisfied with 
the good things of this life. The day may come 


when you will loath the abundance of your temporal 


ſſeſſions: you will then be concerned that you 
pox ſo indulgently welt in ceiled houſes, and have 
let the houſe of God lie auaſte.: Then you would be 

lad to have exchanged, the fading pleaſures of oy 
for the ſubſtantial j joys of eternity. 


Recollect yourſelves i in the ſpring time of life 
conſider early the importance of this exchange, 
while you have it in your power to make it. Look 
up to an object more glorious than the preſent world 
can afford you, even to the joys of that eternal inhe- 


ritance, which he children of the firſt-born, the innu- 


 merable company of happy Spirits, the general nſſembly of 


. n! i. 4, &c. 


Juft 


2 1 
Juſt men alrrady made permet, ave repleniſhed with. 
——Pleaſutes unſpeakable! that exiſt for evermore! 
An, thou in health; my brother v my dear bre- 
thren, are ye fervently engaged in labouring, neceſ- 


ſary labouring, for the promotion of the cauſe of 
Gop upon earth ?- | x 


O ye parents and heads of families, who are placed 


as delegated ſhepherds over themz timely beware 
- Jeſt the blood of your children, or of any part of 


your charge, fall on your heads: (if through your 
miſconduct they become corrupted, and their ſouls. 
ifh;) Know that inquiſttion for blood will haſten 


ow | 
trom the ſupreme Judge, who hath divided the claſſes 


of mankind; and, as it were, ſeparated from the 


reſt thoſe who are parents, and have children: his 


call is to theſe, <* Go work in my viaeyard.” 
| Theſe precious gifts which he hath given, as 
es of his love, are to be led and inſtructed by 
them with a proper authority. 0 | 


If the parents experimentally felt the advantages of 


ſpiritual health in themſelves, then would they be 


concerned that the tender minds of their children 
ſhould be properly cultivated with the knowledge of 


the Loxp, and a fearful apprehenſion of tranſgreſſ- 


ing his ſupreme commands. They would teach 


them to lock further than mere temporal acquiſitions ; 


even to Gop their Creator. They would bring 
them up in the nurture and fear of the Lord; in 
order that their minds might be filled from the ſtore- 
houſe and magazine of boundleſs good, and early 


enriched with the joys of Gop s ſalvation: and 751 
| would 


( "3 1 

would naturally diffuſe the the greateſt ſatisfaction to 
the parents themſelves, to re their children became 
the delight and ornaments of human nature, and fit- 
ted for a glorious change! the company of angelt, and 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. Ihe ties of na- 
ture, and the ſtronger ties of gratitude to him who 
gave the bleflin - al aloud for teaching the tender 
minds of your c rildren, to walk in the ſafe and de- 

lightful paths of virtue. With what ſatisfaction and 
compoſure of mind will ſuch parents be enabled to 
anſwer the great Gop, upon his awfal examination 
ta this purpoſe; «© What have you done with, thoſe 
tender ſheep which-I:committed to your care in 
e the wilderneſs? have you trained them up in 
* ſafety?” Ho will ſuch parents be ſupported by 
a a conſciouſneſs of having done their duty, in that 
ſolemn hour! They then may truly ſay, I have 
done my utmoſt within my con ſphere, 
within the narrow precincts of my aHotment in 
<< life, to fill up my ſtated duty.” "Thimcbe ſu- 
preme Judge will ſet at his mght hand ſuch parents, 
W ee ſhall be united to him in glorx. 


| AndI beſeech you ou parents, elders, aeiaifers. {and 
Include myſelf), let us all ſay, Amen, to this ſo- 
lemn care in our reſpective families; let us all dif. 
charge our feveral duties as men, hoping for the 
comingro our Lonp, who then will ſay unto us, 

done, good and faithful ſervants, even in 
that hour when he Bn rad come with terrors to make 
Inquiſition 'for blood through the various: ranks, 
whether miniſters, elders, heads of — even 

| Coney various claſſes of mankind. 


1 with 


the city of their 


[ 24 1 


' Iwiſh all parents and heads of families would 
. cootinvathy walk hand in hand with their children 
and families, in the path which leadeth to life eter- 
nal; daily watching orer, and improving their 
riſing judgments, with the wiſdom which cometh 
from aboee; inſtructing and encouraging them in 
the contemplation of dirine things! perſuading 
them to believe, as the truth is, that the things of 
this world are all uncertain, and fading away; that 
they have everlaſtin manſions erected for them in 
. where (if they fall not 
ſhort, or turn not afide) they will enjoy the com- 
pany of W and my for ever more. 


hee you in x beatth; my brethren and 2 72 1 
7. 

Exerciſe ME Wake in this your reſent ſtate, air. 
ferently from thoſe whoſe faculties - are bounded 
within the narrow limits of this world; cultivate, 
continually cultivate, the minds of your offspring, 
endeavouring to raiſe in them a proper comprehen- 


a fion of the dignity of their natures, and to fix in 


them early a ſteady belief of their immortality ; 
which is of the utmoſt 1 importance to all! 


is of thoſe are unſound, ug 50 in a 
perpetual attachment to the pride of life, who are 
contaminated with the love of the world, wherein 


their chief happineſs appears to be placed: how can 


ſuch wr out the way to the city of Gop? how 
can they ſay to their children, Let us retreat from 


the world, from this ſcene of corruption; let us 
« withdraw from the cares, the ſolicitudes of life: 
*« let us aſcend to our appointed home: let us con- 
ES dd template 


„„ 


« template the joys of eternity : let nothing ſeparate 
* us from that bleſſed hope! KEY 


How can parents thus addreſs their children, 
when they have, perhaps, for a long courſe of years, 
ceaſed to conſider the awful importance of the ſub- 
jet; and their own minds continue fixed, and tied 
down to the fading enjoyments. of life! Alas! that 
the folly and vanity of -the ſuperfluous pleaſures of 


the world ſhould ſo entirely engage and engroſs the 


attention of any one immortal individual, as to take 
up almoſt every moment of their precious time ! 


Hence, ſometimes, parents, inſtead of inſtructing 
the minds of their children, have ſo totally corrupt- 
ed their own, that they have laid obſtructions in the 
way to the immortal happineſs of their offspring, 
and, when their children have for a time trod in 
the ways of religion and virtue, they have been ſo 
extremely corrupt themſelves, as to oppoſe them in 
their paſſage; to obſtrut them, with violence, in 
their way to glory; and thereby aggravated their, 


own guilt beyond expreſſion :- alas! what will their 
puniſhment prove, when convicted of ſo great a 


neglect and violation of their duty? when he that is 


the Judge of quick and dead ſhall appear in judge- 


ment, to render to every man according to his 
works! May all parents, who are negligent in the 
diſcharge of their duties, lay it ſeriouſly to heart. 


In the mean time, may you, my brethren and 
ſiſters in a ſpiritual relation, continue in a ſtate of 
lively active health—labouring in the ſure qe 
of hope, that, avhen the great Shepherd himſe 


— 


if frall 
appear, 


16 ] 
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| peer, you may HE anith him in "Ws If 
vou fo perſiſt, T I cannot 9 yet hope, that your ſted- 
Faſt continuance will prove the means of ſpreading | 


ritual health, in an eminent degree. For as, on 
one hand, minds infected and vitiated auith the 


lab of the fedb, the Luft of the eye, or hr Aide of life, 


are very apt to ſpread the contagion to all that are 


round about them; ſo, on the other hand, ſuch as 


are reſtored by CHarsT 2 a ſtate of ſpiritual: health, 
and by him ſteadily preſerved in it, often became 


ünſtrumental in his hand, to diffuſe that l 
from whence, healthy Tan have been frequ ently 


obſerved to have healt 


Iam comeced that the Lok is at work amongſt 
the riſing generation; many of whom ſtand conviet- 
ed in their on minds, of the want of ſpiritual 
health; and are imploring the mercy of the Gon 
7 cheir ſalvation. 


bs order to your attaining. it, let me call upon you 
again, the preſent riſing, generation, whoſe.ſtations 
im life may be likely to have ſome little continuance; 
berever ſtedfaſt in the mance. of your religious 
duties, that you may become heirs Ws Lingo 
and have yeur portion with the childzen of G 


y children. 


It ſcems- to-me.of the importance, in re- 
latin tothe various. affairs of life, to form aright 
the minds of youth; and therefore, I once more 
intreat euery parent preſent, that nag cr) over, 
and carefully nouriſh every ſecd of virtue 1 


up in the minds af youfỹ — 7 ei for the 


their, and of your own, temporal. — 2 . 


as 


f 7 } 
as for the and aſſurance o 5 Ker and au 
e eben een " * m 


And here let me clak e every dei ae as 
every ſu Ys ian den is polting on bis way to 
eternal {tate of exiſtence—and [8 th May 5 
ü 2 55 aal Wiſdom 3s my earneſt nk 45 0 
at laſt received into glory] e x ＋ by 
their dear Redecmer! ati Mats td 09 


In this e be hath laid his bad obe, a 90 
e He hath preſerves 25 from Ry 
Uutions. that tao frequently:reign in the wor] 
and hath mercifully induced ſome to lock early; i into 


the law of liberty, into the counſel of his will, 
who wy learn the Sedus which belong t to their 


©. 
peace. = . fo . * 
_ by "WM. / * 7 5 "1 
5 * . 


Art 2hon i in bealth ; my 1 Ki bon nog on 5 
called from a ſtate of darkneſs, into is 93 — 

but, ohedient to the call, entered upon he road 
to eternal 205 4 Art chou in e Py, fellow, 


bann 106 „cf ,vidiiog 4; 
ws ſenſe of jg want of gd, £ - food FR Cana TI; 
gives, 18 at Hatt a ſymptom of lif * 2; * BOY 


$ 


I believe i it may be faid c concerning b fore amo ? 
you, as was ſaid formerly to CHRIST; Lord, , PE 
. whom thou Irveft is fick. The decay of health 
many, bas been owing to foul. feeding; to their 
daily feeding upon the ſpirit, maxions, and e 
of the wort „ 5 exterior 11 ae ois, 
parative righteouſneſs, 15 05 a, compariſon af i tr | 
n with their foriver { FAT Wh N de a 
elaxe 


— 
—— — —v—b 


of perfect health, as I have been at this time enforc- 
ii 1 — 


1 1 
tefaxed with the love and ſpirit of vanity. Some 

have relaxed into evil, and are now becomę too 
much unacquainted with Gop and his law ; which, 


to holineſs, and to that any, annexes happineſs. 


Many of theſe might have gone on from one degree 
of ſtrength to another, had they not too much re- 
garded the things of time, and fed too greedily 
upon the temptations and pleaſures of this life; not 
enough conſidering, that the diſeaſes and diſorders 
of the mind thus fed, muſt certainly at laſt bring 


death, even the death, though not difſilution, of the 
_ . foul. They might have been cloathed, if not with 


a perfe& heart, yet with a certain degree of ſtrength ; 
and been more and more advanced on their way to 
the. regions of bliſs. C14” wet 


<4 4 4 


which he nouriſhes the ſoul that hungert and thi 


the holy ſacrifice, and on that eternal fruit with, | 
2 


22 righteouſneſs. And, I cannot help, while I am 
ſpeaki 


ng; prefling you in a more immediate manner, 
le 


if you 
and your own ſtrength, but in a full dependence and 


ng 
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ing to your ſerious conſideration : may it ſpreatl 
through every claſs; may you all increaſe in the 
ſtability of righteouſneſs, through this life; and may 
© it carry you into the boundleſs joys of eternity, into 
5 that glorious city, not one of whoſe inhabitants can 

ſay, * I am fick.” | 5 0 
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| 

| N. B. The Writer could not be preſent in the 

| . nor at the immediate Beginning of the 
follewtng Diſcourſe ; but was aſſured, by many 

| 


preſent, that the Preacher had proceeded but a 
little Way. © | 


The Subject taken from the Patable of the Unjuft 
„Steward, viz. this Queſtion, 52 
19th Day of the Fifth Month, in the Afternoon. 
L.JAVING in the morning enlargedon our debts 
or obligations to Gop, for the abundant yari- 
ety of temporal bleſſings received from him in truſt, 
for the good of others, Fea, K. proceeded thus: 


If ave are beſides outſelyes, 4 was God: If awe 
are fober, it is for your Jakes. If, with the ſtrength of 


4 


love, and a zealous fery of mind, we labour in 


and for the church, and for the good of thoſe to 
whom we are ſent; if riſing early and lying down 
late; if being willing to ſpend and be ſpent, difins 
tereſtedly, without any lucrative motive, or reeeivi 
any thing, but mere food, from thoſe — 
whom we labour; if miniſtring to our own wants; 
and to the wants of others, carty any kind of evidence 
to the conſiderato and prudent mind, of a diſimter- 
eſted goſpel minaitry ; we have, ſo far, a valid 
claim to it. | 5 55 
* Like xvi, 5.—# 2 Cor. v. 13. r | 


wil 
— 
vo 
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We preach ot enrfelves, but Chrift 72 us the Lird; ; 
and ow ſelves _ ſervants, for his ſake.* 


If awe are  befides ourſelves, it is unto Ged. If we 
are ſober, it is for your ſakes. Having known the ter. 


rors Rs Lord for 2 5 having experienced: a gradual 


rogreſſion from the pit of pollution, from the mire 

_ clay; having, in ſome meaſure, afted o z the good 
word of life, and of the powers of the world to come, 
we apprehend we have authority, more than any hu- 
man laws or ordination of men can give us, to tell 
to others, what Gop hath done for our ſouls. I 
may yet further with truth and ſincerity, 
having the ſanRion of him, who 1s the ſearcher of 
hearts; for the love of Chrift confraineth ur. 1 The 


foundation of the goſpel ! is Tis Were 


e e Fi 


We enter not into the miniſterial office, with any 
application of this ſort, viz. Pat me (I pray thee } 
into one of the priefls officer, that I may eat a piece 4 
Bread. We think higher of the goſpel miniſtry; ſo 
that no temporary emolument can Dokl bly be an ade- 
75 inducement to us, to enter upon it; for he 

of Chrift conſfiraineth us. We ſpeak with rever- 
ENCE — a feeling heart; and we believe the chriſti- 
an religion will never flouriſh, in its full perfection 


and excellency, till their being thus conſtrained, 


becomes the caſe of all that take the name of Gov in 
their mouths in a public manner. The love of Chrift 
conflraineth ut; becauſe wve thus judge that if one died 
for all, then awere all dead, phe cee 


2 Cor. iv. 5.—t cor. v. Se tk 1. 36. 
that 


{ John v. 23. 
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that they which live, Sold not bencefarth live to them- 
ſelves, but ta. him that died for them and roſe again.? 


This expreſſion ſeems to me, if properly conſider. 
ed, to caſt no ineonſiderable light upon the propriety 
of that query applied to us, viz. How nuch oweſt 
thou uato my Lord? which I cannot yet relinquiſh ;. 
2 ſome may think I dwell upon it too long. 
The love of. Chrift conflraineth us, becauſe if one died for 
all, then auer all dead. I look upon this as a funda» 
mental part of the chriſtian faith; and that life and 
immortality have been brought 10 light by the goſpel. 
We were all dead: we have all partaken of pod op we 
have all been in a ſtate of eſtrangement from the co- 
venant of Gop :- we have all become, more or leſs, 
aliens to the commonwealth of Iſrael. + . ane, 


In this ſtate of deach the voice of Gop hath been 
ſignally extended unto mankind. I have ſometimes, 
conſidered with great attention, his declaration, O- 


death, I will be thy plagues ;7 and 1t hath made a deep 


impreſſion upon my mind. This declaration of the 
moſt high God, hath been amply-verified in the ex- 
perience of all, who have been quicken'd into a life 
of piety. Chriſ hath been the re/arrefion and. the 
life to all ſuch.: Though death hath come npor all, 
we are not all included under death; ſo as to be left 
without the quickening rivifying power, tha is oſ- 


fered to raiſe the dead to liſG. 


"The dead Lav board he wie if the Count Cod 


and have been raiſed again to life. I cannot think 


* 2 Can. v. 14. — f Byheſ. li. 12. — } Hol. xiii. 24. — 


bat 


[ 24 ] 

but it has been the experience of divers, within the 
audience of my voice, who know the certainty of 
this important truth, though others may reflect upon 
me, as being beſide: myſelf; yet, if ſoy, I may fa 
with'the apoſtle; it if unto God. But I would gladly 
pen intelligibly to che ſoul that is on its way to the 
regions of Immortality; for if we are ſober, ir it for 

your fakes, I would aſk whether a ſecret ſomething 
hath not often” viſited your fouls, an unſpeakable 
ſometliing, often ſeeretly and immediately attended, 
that hutht engaged you to ſend up heavenly and ear 
neſt wiſhes, and raiſed in your minds ſtrong aſpira- 
tions, or breathinigs, after Gov:? When we are 
told that rhe aul creation groaneth together in bondage 
until now,*''we- have no doubt of its being relative 
and applicable to the preſent times, or ſuch times 
of longing after God, to be delivered by him. The 
Lord from heaven is the quickening e An expreſſi- 
on of want, from a real ſenſe of it, is an evidence of 
life; or being raiſed by him, from a ſtate of death. 
We have not been left in a dead ſtate; this eee 
hath been verified, O / death, I will be thy plagues. 
He hath brouglit the feſt evidenee of life, which is 
a ſenſe of want. The ſpiritually dead, have receiv'd 
it; and ĩt hath been of his pure merey, that he hath 
followed us from time to time, hath met us, as it 
were, in a narrow place, with inſtructions and re- 
ee, and ſecretly raiſed in us the hidden life of 

is own divine wiſdom; he hath eauſed the anima- 
ting and warming beams of the ſun of righteouſneſs 
to break forth. And; yet more, the word which 
called Lazarus aut of the grade, hath andy Ons. 


> 81 + | 4 | 4 4 Kh 
* Rom. viii. 21, 22——F 4 Cor. xv. '45 and 47. 
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good be, raiſed ſore of us to life, even life 
crernal! dn vithoy 1005 


— the Jve:af Chry8: confraincth ns 


keine le bob proved roar plagues of aur death.” 


He not only died, but the — manifeſtation 
of his quickening ſpirit hath led captivity captives. 
that we, by him, my 1 over the united 
powers of darkneſs. Rey 5 


We follow not ae > tt — in; wh 
are convinced, fully convinced, of the doctrines of 
the chriſtian religion, the incarnation, glory, life, 
death, mighty miracles, and various cireumſtances 
relative to the holy life of Jzsvs, as in the volume of 
the book it is wwritten;+ and can; in an awful and 


reverent ſenſe, e thoſe vaſt hw homer 


intereſting events. 


We adinire; whh hab dots and Ka bet 
awful tranſactions of that time, when fweat, like 


drops of blood, ran from the face of the holy Jes us! 
. when, being in agony, he prayed more earneſtly! 


when he was betrayed, his ſacred head crown'd with 
thorns! his face ſpit upon! he was moſt ignomini- 
ouſly treated, and as a /heep. befoxe her fbearers is. 
dumb. . he complained not. 


We behold him, in his agonies on Calvary 
Mount, offering himſelf as a ſacrifice for the ſins of 
the whole world ; that he "night purify us, by the 
ſhedding of his precious blood! more preciaus than 
the blood of gon and lambs; or ay other that was 


1 Cor. xv. 54.—t Iaiah liii. 7. 2 Pſalm i, 7 | b 
ſhed 


pry 
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ſhed under the law. We believe in his amazing 
mercy, in offering himſelf there; when, loaden 
with the immenſe weight of the ſins of mankind, 
and the immediate ſenſe of the father's preſence 
withdrawn, he was left to ſuffer alone; under this 
extreme preſſure crying out, Elu, Eli, lama Sabac- 
Sani] was crucified! dead! and buried. b 


Here pauſe a little, I beſeech you !——contem- 


Plate the adorable theme! acknowledge, O man! 


that unbounded gratitude, which is ever due from 
thee: O! my ſoul, how much oweft thou unto thy 


Len!“ 


. Lknow we have been Rigmatiz'd, as diſbelieving 
the truths of the chriſtian religion. However, f 


call the divine record, the Saviour of the world, 


that was offer d a ſacrifice without the gate of Jeru- 
ſalem, to witneſs for my belief, that he was ſent 


from God, to do the father's auill and I do, with- 
bout controverſy, believe that he was God manifeft in 


the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, believed on in the world, 
and received up into glory. We do not at all doubt 
that God was in Chriſt reconciling the <varld unta himſelf t. 
That Chrift gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to be teflified 


in due time; ¶ that awiih bis ſtripes wwe are healed. 5 


By virtue of that holy ſacrifice the remiſſion of 
fins is gained; the awakening power of that ſentence 
which is due to fin is felt in a ſtate of alienation from 
Gop; and as we believe, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead; ſo, we believe that he who was 


* 1 Tim. iii. 16.—— 2 Cor. v. 9 — 1 Tim. ii. 6. 


+ Ifaiak in. 53. J 


crucified, 


( 7 ] 
erucified, dead, and buried, likewiſe triumphed 
over the grave, and now /itteth at the right band of 
God, in a glorified body, to make interceſſion for 
man, in 1 that he might effectually purchaſe, and 
redeem to himſelf, a people to the praiſe of his 


name: and diffuſe, throughout his univerſal empire, 


a ſimilarity of opinion and nature, ariſing from the 
experience of his univerſal redeeming love. 


TI am no Arian, far from "Ii, believe in che 


clear emphatic teſtimonies laid down in holy writ, 


that CnRISs T was more than a prophet. I repeat 


my belicf, that he ſuffered, died, aſcended, and is 
now come the ſecond time, without fin, to ſalvation; 
in order to reconcile the world to himſelf. I'know 
many are willing to admit that he died for all, as all 
were ina ſtate of death ; and that by the imputation 


of his righteouſneſs, all are juſtified in the ſight of 


Gop. Whereas I think it 2 to proceed in 
the language of the holy inſpired apoſtle; that zh-y 
auhich live, ſhould no! henceforth live to tbemſelues; but 
to him who died for them, and rife again; that there 
may be an effectual redemption, a' thorough change:; 
not the imputation of righteouſneſs, without ares; 


Oo 


but a real ſubſlantial righteouſneſs in the heart and life; 


nature: not a righteouſneſs imputed to us from what 


Cnxis r did and ſuffered without us; but a righte- 


ouſneſs raiſed by him within us; through our ſur- 
rendering ourſelves to his government, and yielding 


entice ſubmiſſion to his heart-cleanſing, refining 


power. 


} Heb. Ix. 28. 5 5 
—̃ — 


will, and lead us to a conformity to his divine 


will an operate upon, and-regulate the mind and 


, > 
| [ 28 3 b 
Heever this doctrine reliſh with ſome 


4 may 
: * convinced he died for all, that all ſhould be 
ed; that, through him, we might be j juſtified in the 


ſight of Gop; that we might pat onthe Lo ju 


Chriſt, nib all his ea chunt. it ch 


3 Wel crratinn of God atone 2 * +, zo o be 
chathed 1pon ewith a houſe from beaven I not an ima- 
ginary houſe, and an imaginary righteouſneſs ; but, 
to be cloathed upon with the grace of complete fal- 
vation; to put on the Logp Fr 

firſt put off the old man, with all his wade, and 
with all — corrupt wiſdom, or knowledge ; which 
polity up, dead of at charity which editicth. 


; bn is made unto us V ſdom, Right oy 
Ns and es Pong Fis 


3 * 3 4 _ he £7.66 * us, let 
us conſider what follows: that henceforth ave fbould 
wat live to ourſelves. I am crucified <with Chrift*, ſays 

one of the a poſtles, as à private perſon : and it 
| ſhould, or ought to be the language in truth of each 
individual, "= h all ſucceeding a Newer- 
thelefs, 1. Le 5 — not I, but Chrift booth. In me. 
He is become my r reouſneſs ; not by imputation 
only—bat he actually liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live, is by the faith of the Son of Gop. 


I think I may now ſay, Let as preſe forward lt po 


the mark of the prize of the high calling of God.: Let 
us be crucified with gen crucified to the world, 
and the world to e | 


+ Rom. viii. 22. — + 2 Cor. v. 22, — * Gal. Mis Wi 
: ES | iii. bs | 


sus CyrisT; hav-- 
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O! my friends, for ſuch I term you in the courſe 
of that univerſal love, which reacheth forth to the 
whole human race, which floweth from him who 
hath thus wy far me, and brought life and im- 
mortality to light in my ſoul. Is any one of 
defirous of being inform'd, how much oweft thou unto 
my Lord lay Told on his offers of redemption; 
live in his fear, in fellowſhip with him, in commu- 
nion ewith the church of the firſt born, whoſe names are 
written in heaven : ſo will you far better know than 
any one on earth can ever inform you 
Examine the rifing ſuggeſtions of your own' 
minds; you are not form'd to live merely to your- 
ſelves, merely within the contracted bounds bv 
man privileges, in the narrow limits of mortality. 
Conſider the dignity of your nature; you are form'd 
for the moſt glorious purpoſes. 


L earneſtiy wiſh the rifing _ would lay theſe 
things ſeriouſly to heart, add often meditate upon 
them, as one formerly did; who thus expreſſes 
himſelf, While I wat muſing the fire burned. My 
beart tas hot within me; then ſpake I <vith my tongue, 
Lord, mate me to know my end, and the meds of my 
days, aubal it is, that I may know how frail I am. 
— That they would contemplate the great GP 
Providence, with regard to their immortality, whict 
would leſſen their eſteem of the unſubſtantial joys of 
time, and engage them to purſue thoſe which are 
unſpeakable and full of glory for ever. While I vb 


muing the fire burned. 
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Continue this muſing, this ſtate of meditation; 
prize the invitations of the ſpirit of Cuz1sT, mer- 
ci fully extended to your immortal ſpirits; and let 
your: minds mount upwards : remember your pious 


, 


predeceſſors, now. Peraapy in glory; and their con- 


nections in the world of ſpirits: likewiſe put this 
2 to yourſelves, upon every ſerious occaſion, 
Jaw mach owefl thou unto my Lor 7 N 

| I am fully convinced were the Chriſtian world in 
general to leave out exterior ceremonies, and enter 
more into this inward meditation, their minds 


would be more largely repleniſhed with divine fruits; 


and thoſe who are entering as it were upon the wil. 
derneſs of this world, would then partake of the 
advantage. O! that we might all live in the beauty 


My heart wvas hot within me; then ſpale I with my 
zargue-———A neceſſary, preparation for a preacher ! 

- Abel's offering on account of ſuch a preparation, 
was more acceptable to God than his brothers, _ 


4 Thes ſpake 1 avith my tongue —O!. riſing genera- 
tion, what you ſpeak with your tongues, let it be 
from the ſame good ſource of hearts divinely pre- 
pared ;. fince on the other hand for every idle auord 


that men ſpeak, they muſt give an account in the day 
"judgment. . As you often ſpeak with your tongues, 
ervently deſire that the ſacred facultics of the mind 
may be fitted for divine meditations, and the tongue 
to publiſh for the honour: of Gop and benefit of 
others, what you have been taught by him: fo will 


you never admit or utter any thing contrary to the 


divinity of Enn nd ns. Xs 


* 


67777 , , . ̃ 0 . ̃ ̃ c OTA 


2 — $ tin, 6. 


PT , »u 


[8 ] 


Lord, les me know mine end! O that this ſound may 


dwell upon your minds, who are the hope of the 


next generation! upon whom the weighty truſt and 


care of the cauſe of Gop muſt; in a little time, ne- 


ceſſarily devolve ; that you may come to the know- 


ledge of the meaſure of your days. I think, without 
violence to the text, you may learn from it that you 
are deftined for immortality : but the love of worldly 
things is too _ to engage the attention of that im- 
mortal part, the ſoul; which occafions, to many, 
the want of their knowing the great and glorious 
end for which they were form'd, a little lower than 
the angels, and intended to be crvwn'd with glory 


Lord! bet me know my end and the meaſure of my 
a7 | | g 


I tremble methinks upon the brink of eternity! 


and ſo, with a little proper reflection, you might 


fay all; the aged, the middle aged, and the youth. 
—— The hr oy all things 1 2 flatter not 
yourſelves therefore with length of days, and a long 
5 of worldly poſſeſſions; ſuffer me to be- 
ch you for the ſake of your immortal ſouls, 


What di I owe to my Grd ?——What de I not owe 
vin? He hath ſnatch'd me as a brand out of the 


fire; and T would not, tho' to gain the world, tread 


$ jþ 


back again in the path of folly. '" ; 
T know it by experience, and therefore I would 


perſuade you, not to turn aſide from the Gop' of 
your ſalvation ; but to acknowledge the infinite debt 


* 
* 


you 
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lyar from the beginning ; but let us rather 5 jd 


ET = Wh 


yen owe him and to pay him daily with obedience, 
adoration and praiſGPG. | 


Diour fins have been great, and our tranſgreſſions 


newer could have been obliterated, had not CHRIS 
done it for us; Jet us therefore no longer dwell upon 
the wel of preſumpriox with Satan who hath been a 
into the valley of humility and peace, and jet 


ate 


counts with the Gop'of our /ives, from whom I had 


ſtray d to that degree that my life became a burden 
to me, and I have wifh'd that I had never been horn; 


but CurzsT, who was 4 friend 10 publicans and fin- 


mers, is now become the rock of my ſalwatian ! he 
hath caufed me to truſt in him, and to ſeek the 
Lokp my Gon. The debt Lowe is infinite, I deſire 
ever to acknowledge it with all poſſible gratitude; 
and to do my utmoſt towards the diſcharge of it, 


while I haye my being. 


If chere is a ſoul within the audience of my voice 


which (upon this awful query) How much oaueft thou 


unt n Lord ? is ready. to apprehend, that it owes 
too much ever to hope for a diſcharge, or freedom 
from the heavy load of debt it has contracted; I 
have a little to ſay to ſuch, even from my own ex- 
perience: thy tranſgreſſions do not exceed the bounds 
of his merey ; he ſtill careth for thee, with an inex- 
ble fatherly care and tenderneſs, Even when 
is afflictions are upon thee, they are intended for 
thy good. The bruiſed reed he will not breat, the 
Jmaaking flax he abill nat quench. The more any of 
you ſce your zeal ſtate, the more you remember the 
favours you have received, and feel the burthen of 


your 


TW 1 


your injuſtice and ingratitude ; the more readily will 


he meet the penitent diſpoſition of your minds. 


I have no manner of doubt but He, avho/e avort is 


Salvation, who came into the world purely and pur- 
poſely io /awve ſinners, will carry on his own work, 


8 as you wholly reſign yourſelves to his forming 
hand, will purify your hearts, reconcile you to the 
Father, inal ml you everlaſting inſtances and mo- 
numents of his infinite mercy. Lift up therefore 
thy head in hope, whoever art in this humbled pe- 


nitent ſtate; for thy ſalvation? draws nigh. Thou 


owelt abundance to thy Logp ; and there is an 


abundance which thou canſt never pay : but there is 


the good Samaritan, ever ready to do for thee, as 
for him, who going from Feru/alem to Fericho, fell 
among robbers ; by whom he was wounded; and to 
ſay, take care of him, and I will pay. There is a 
glorious ſound from the great and good friend of 
publicans and ſinners ; he is ready to ſay to thee who 
art in this penitent ſtate before him, 7ake thy bill and 
write down fifty, He will blot out thy ſins as a cloud, 
and thy tranſgreſſions as a thick cloud. ; 


I cannot but remember with renew'd feeling, and 


uarm emotion of heart, the day purge, (in the 


view of my condition) ſeized me; and how his 
mercy relieved me from it. He made my ſoul feel 


his compaſſion, and in the depth of gratitude thank- 


fully to adore him. And hence I often feel a ten- 


derneſs of mind toward thoſe who /are weary of 


vanity, and heavy laden with a ſenſe of their mani- 


fold tranſgreſſions. I beſeech ſuch, by the mercy of 


* Iſai. xliv. 22. 
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Gov, that they would fly to him in their anguiſh of 
mind ; for it is he, 4nd he' alone that can ſpeak 
peace to the ſinner : though your unrighteouineſs 


may be great, it is not in any degree of proportion 

to his infinite mercy ! Again, ſuch among you to 
whom I have ſpoke, who delight to dwell in the path 
of temptation, wherein you have too long conti- 
nued-; I warn you to conſider, that youare in the 
road to deſtruction. 5 


I would not give up, like Eſau, my birth-right to 
ſeek a place of repentance with tears, and not find it. 
O my ſoul! for ever acknowledge how much thou 
oweſt unto thy Lony ! Let none ſay * he hath. 
5 bleſſed me variouſly, and in ſame future time J 
& will awake my ſoul to gratitude. I have now 
« ſomething elſe to do; like him who, when an 
apoſtle reaſoned of 1ighteonſneſs, temperance and judę- 
ment to come, replied, Go thy avay for this time; when 
I have a convenient ſeaſon I will call for thee, + 


The like diſpoſition continues to prevail in too 
many; and this ſeems to be the language of their 
hearts, Go thy way this time; call upon me when 
« I have lived to myſelf, and anſwered my own 
«« purpoſes a little longer: viſit me at ſome diftant 
te time hence.” Oh! rather to-day, while it is 
called to-day.—— Harden not thy heart do not defer 
thy repentance a moment; thou knoweſt not what 2 
moment may produce. Confider thy repeated tranſ- 
greſſions; thy multiplied offences againſt Gop : heap 
not up wrath againſt the day of wrath : {well not the 
direful account. Thou haſt hitherto trampled upon. 


* Heb. xii. 16, 17.— Acts xxiv. 25. 
the 
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the goodneſs and the mercies of the Gop that made 
the; venture not on. preſur * 


is uncertain: Immortality is athand. 


I beſeech you therefore my friends at the preſent 
time, that you will lay to heart the neceſſity of your 
making up this great account: delay it not to th 
decline of life. Many are on the brink of 105 
grave! reflect upon your extreme danger! think not 
of crowding the account of your repentance into 
your laſt hour of life! You will find it extremely 
difficult to labour under the infirmities of the body, 
upon a death-bed, without a reaſonable ground of 
hope: all the offers of mercy having been long con- 
tinued, and often repeated; yet by you as long 
ſlighted, and as often rejected; what then will dif- 
charge you from that 2 ! 
may never be the caſe of any within the audienee of. 
my voice. Let us all immediately ponder, rightly 
conſider, and ſeriouſly improve this conſideration; 
How much oweft than unio my Lord? 
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4 PRAYER after the foregoing Diſcourſe. 
Virn unſpeakable reverence we preſume to 
pf approach thy preſence, O Father! who art 
in heaven: and, with the voice of thankſgiving and 
holy praiſe, to offer the tribute, that is due to Thee 


alone! {Se 154 

In a commemoration of thy mercy, thy infinite 
mercy ! we are awfully.bowed before I hee, as at thy 
ſacred foot - ſtool; in the deepeſt reverence and thank- 

. fulnefs, for the ſtretching forth of the rad and the 
alf. e thou haſt been pleaſed to bleſs, as the 

| Fr four furtherance in the way of life and 


Though humbled in duſt, in the ſenſe of our un- 
worthineſs, we are, nevertheleſs, encouraged to 
breathe unto Thee; to make mention of thy name, 

with joy of heart: we adore that goodneſs, which 
Path put it into our hearts to ſeek, ſerve and fear 
Thee; and: to turn to the place where prayer is wort 


to be made. Tf 


Thon haſt loved us before we loved Thee: thy 
love, O Lord! hath not been after the manner of 


men: Thou haſt called us, when we were enemies; 
and haſt reconciled tranſgreſſors to thyſelf. Thou 
haſt followed us in the day of our revolting ; and, 


„ ® Pfal. xxiii. 4.—+ Acts xvi. 1g. 3 
ET.” BY | when 


1 ; 


LH] 
when we were ſtraying in the wilderneſs, as a moſt 
gracious and tender ſhepherd Thou didſt lay thy 
hand on us, not only with judgment, but with mercy; 
and haſt brought us home again unto thy flock, and 
thy fold, and forgiven us our multiplied tranſgreſ- 
— —_— 5 


Our deviations from thy holy path have not been 
puniſhed with inexorable juſtice; but thy conduct 
toward us has been cloathed with unſpeakable com- 
paſſion. O!] Thou everlaſting ſhepherd, and biſhop 
of our ſouls! who haſt looked upon us, when wel- 
tering as in our blood, and by thy divine power haſt. 
healed us. Thou, that art the phyſician of our ſouls, 
haſt cared for us, when the prięſt and the levite paſt us 
by. When caft out and ſurrounded with the woes. 
of unutterable diſtreſs: when thick elouds covered 
us, — Thou, in thy. abundant love bowed the heavens. 
and came daun to our help, and all the darkneſs was. 


put under thy feet ! * Thou haſt made the clouds thy 


chariot, and walked zpor the wings of wind, for our 
deliverance ; hen our iniquities, like floods, roſe 


high, and appeared unto us like to ſwallow us up in 


everlaſting confuſion! O! adorable condeſcenfion ! 
We have no language to expreſs thy mercy, and the 


boundleſs obligations we he under to thy Majefty ! 


who haſt thus, in the times of unſpeakable anxiety, 
vouchſafed to appear for us: and even when we have 


wandered from the counſel of thy will, and trod in 


the path of the wicked, Thou ſenteft forth thy light 
and thy truth, and didft lead us back to thy holy bill vf. 


| * Pal. xyiii, g.—f Pſal, xhii. 93. 
We 
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we acknowledg e all theſe bleſſings to thy praiſe, 
of ſhepherd of He 7 who 22 25 12 nor 


e e 1 


To Thee wi LEP all dui acatals, Nas all that is 


within us; and let them all, we pray Thee, be con- 


ſecrated to thy honour: we 'beſeech that all our ſteps 


may be directed to Thee; and more and more to thy 
ſervice. For, Father of infinite kindneſs! it hath 


pleaſed” Thee te rank us among thy children; to 
make our dauelling wwith thy light: our babitatize avith 


the lifting up of the ſmiles of thy countenance ; 5 and to 


—_ every obſtacle to a perfect communion with 
the * ower is in thy hands; ſanctify us tho- 

— — to t 

and heavenly characters upon our hearts; and, Oh! 

grant that we may ftill be preſerved, through every 

trial and probation, to a * adniſfon into 

= kingdom, * We. Hog 


Blot out all our i eee 1 us | freely, 


for thy dear Son's fake! remember 15 in the midſt 
of thy mercy! deliver us, we 2 Thee, as Thou 
ike a te 


Rows we may never forget 7 — counſel ; ſooner 
cut the thread * au: 5 and number us to we 


r. ane 


Ny we. \follow CEA Wh gs — — * hearts, 


ſubmit to the patient reſignation of our all, for thy 


dear ſervice; and keep us to a nd concluſion in 


thy favour! It is all we aſk, and beg at thy hand : 
with 


is end; write the inſcription of holy 


nder Father. 
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done! we have no other ſupplication to offer. 


Preſerve us, as in the hollow of thy hand; that 


from a militant ſtate here, we may paſs to a trium-» 


phant one, in thy everlaſting kingdom! 


O Lorp! have mercy on thy people, and thy 
children, when they ſpread their hands towards thy 


holy habitation. Cloath them with the ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplication. Excite them to fly to Thee, 
their only rock and refuge; and to thy name, that 


is an impregnable defence; where the righteous in 


all ages have ever found ſafety ! | 


| Regard thoſe who are far off, and remain unac- 
quainted with thy name. We pray 'Thee, let the 
ſame mercy ſpread to them, which Thou haſt ſhewed 


unto us. Let the diſfuſion of thy ſpiritual bleſſings, 


in and through thy dear Son, flow among them, that 
they may ſeek Thee; that a holy anxiety of mind 
may take place, in order, to a reſt in the day of 
trouble ; and that whea the various trials and troubles 
of time are over, they having, through thy abun- 
dant goodneſs and ſure ſupport, fought the good fight, 
and kept the faith, may be received by Thee, and be 


crown'd with glory and immortality, in thy ever- 


laſting kingdom! 


Oh Thou that art fairer than the ſons of ment 
grace flows from thy lips; Thou beholdeſt us when 


tempted, and ſpeakeſt to our ſtates with all the lan- 


guage of tenderneſs. Father of mercy ! grant that 


innumerable multitudes may reſort to thy temple, 


that ſacred houſe, which thou haſt erected to thy 
—honour 


with regard to outward circumſtances, thy will be 
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honour and ſervice, May the poor, the ſick, the 


maimed, the blind, and the naked, inſpired by Thee 


with holy confidence, look towards Sion; and be 
Cloathed by Thee, with the wedding garment ; with 
zhe righteouſneſs of their dear Saviour! | 


Thus, gracious Gop ! we are divinely encouraged 
to ſupplicate thy name, on the behalf of the church 
militant, wherever ſcattered ; that it may flouriſh in 
peace and ſtability: that, not only in part, but in 


the whole luftre of meridian brightneſs and ſplendor, 


they may commemorate thy glory ! 


In an humble ſenſe of hy mercy and goodneſs to 
the workmanſhip of thy hands, we thank Thee, 
that thou haſt been pleaſed ſo abundantly to manifeſt 


thy loving kindneſs and favour, in and amongſt us. 


We proftrate ourſelves before the throne of thy 

Majeſty and grace! we would offer to Thee an hum- 
ble, grateful ſacrifice of thankſgiving and praiſe, 
dominion, and every excellent attribute! for we 


know that we have nothing but from thy bounty, 


who art the rock of our ſalvation! 


— To Thee, Father of infinite mercy ! for the mul- 
titude of thy mercies, in Iss CurisT our Lox! 
To Thee, the author of every blefling ! with 

the Son of thy boſom; our Loxp and Saviouk 

Jesvs CnarsT, the Lamb immaculate through the 

eternal ſpirit, be all praiſe aſcribed, now, henceforth, 
and for ever more. Amen. © 4 
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The following Diſcourſe æuas delivered at the F. ryers 


Meeting in Briftol, on the 22d Day of the Fifth 
Month, 1767. 


I HAVE frequently thought, and the ſentiment | 


hath been confirmed from my own obferyation 
and experience, that a great and excellent point 
would be gained, highly conducive to the advantage 
of mankind, did they generally, though from no 
ſurer guide than tradition, ſubſcribe with heart and 
mind, to that certain truth, recorded in holy writ: 


w erily there is a reward Pad the righteous : Verily 
be is a God, that judgeth in the earth ;” 4 | 
As ſuch a Nen pe from whatever ground it 


ariſes, naturally tends to influence the conduct to 


avoid evil, and to purſue that which is good; and 


with regard to many, it hath proved a ſtep to their 
nearer acquaintance with Gop, who is the only ſure 


guide to true happineſs. 


Indeed I ſcarce think there can be many, if there 
be any, who are hardy enough to deny the exiſtence 
of the ſupreme Being; but believe on the contrary, 
that many, through the divine favour enlightened to 
ſee their duty, and aſſiſted to diſcharge it; do, in 


conſequence of theſe favours, contemplate, with 


ſatisfaction inexpreſſible, theſe attributes of the 


+ Pſalm lvili. 17. 
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moſt high Gop, here mentioned by the Pſalmiſt;“ 
and could I be induced to think, that any part of N 
mankind had ſwerved from their duty, for want of 
a firm conviction of thoſe his attributes, as relative 
to his creatures; and of the certainty, that there is 
really a Gop who judgeth the earth: Ifay, could I 4 
believe their minds were deſtitute of this animating 
and enlivening proſpect of his power, omniſcience, 
and goodneſs, in his ſuperintendent care, and pre- 
ſent judging the earth, I ſhould deem ſuch but a very 
little removed, if any, from the ſtate of the Arheri- 
ans, upon whoſe altars the holy apoſtle diſcovered an 
inſcription, _ 


& To the unknown God, *” 


Indeed a language that was ſpoken formerly hath th 
been too much adopted by ſucceeding generations; ar 


numbers of whom have been like thoſe men of Jeru- ſo 


ſalem, who ſaid, the Lord will not do good, neither ſa 
will he do evil: Many (fedaced by the grand decei- W. 


ver and his agents) have endeavoured to eſtrange and pi 
withdraw themſelves from the arbitrator of the ne 
whole earth: they have hence grown dark in their m. 
imaginations, and in like manner thus reaſoned WI 
with themſelves, He will do us no good, why im 
* therefore ſhould we ſeek him? he will do us no ni. 
* harm; why ſhould we fear him?” This we may the 
juſtly look upon, as the moſt unhappy ſeduction of lik 
mind! at it miſleads to the utmoſt diſtance, (without not 

_ timely recovery) from that ſtate of obedience, in g 
which we are only capable of happineſs, through the can 
favourable notice of our Father who is in heaven. 7 

| | the 


* Acts xvii. 23.—1 Zeph. i. 12. 


But 


1 
gut we may juſtly conclude, that ſuch impiety paſt 
he replyed, I will paniſh thoſe men of Jeruſalem, 


„ ho have faid, The Lord doeth us no good, why 
11 ſhould we ſeek him? he will not do us any harm, 
ng * why ſhould we fear him ?” N | | 


The certainty of his ſuperintendency, hath conti- 


ha nued to be the happineſs of all the wiſe and good in 
; 5 all ages; and it is theſe, and only theſe, that diſcern 
_— wherein true happineſs conſiſts. Hence hath it be- 
155 come, and ſtill remains, an eſtabliſhed glorious 
truth, accompanied with, and confirmed by, the 
voice of all generations. | 
Under this head in particular, a Petition or Prayer 
th that was put up to Him who hath created the earth, 
b; and aſſigned a reward to the righteous, by Agar the 
u- ſon of Faketh, hath appeared to my mind, as neceſ- 
er ſary at this day to be adopted by every individual, 
i- who is deſirous of living to the beſt, wiſeſt, and hap- 
d pieſt purpoſe of life ; without which they had better 
e never have lived: And I cannot but recommend it 
ir moſt particularly to Von, the riſing de 
d whoſe minds I truſt are at times ſuſceptible of proper 
F impreſſions, who are not become ſlaves to the va- 


0 nity and luſts of the world: and indeed it ſeems like 
y the language of one that is entering upon the ſtage of 
f lite: Nav * have 1 required of thee, deny me them 
it nit before I die! Remove far from me wanity and lies; 
n give me neither poverty nor riches ; * feed me with food 
E convenient. for me; left I be full and deny theey and ſay, 


Who is the Lord? or lf I be Poor, and fteal, and take 155 


the ame of my God in vain . SE 
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not the attention of an all-ſeeing Gop, in as much as 
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ue ſubſtance of this memorable requiſition hath 
appear'd to my mind, during the courſe of a long 


ſeries of obſervations of men, and times; with re- 


to its import in point of religion, virtue, the 
= and oo ts Go: as t indeed, all 
that is good and neceſſary for our ſafe conduct and 
ſupport through this life, to that completion of hap- 
pineſs, propoſed as the final reward of the righteous. 


But how will ſome be able to prefer a petition to a 
power in whom, alas! they have no truſt? who 


would gladly be poſſeſt of, and are much better 


leaſed with, ſharing a crown of wicked proſperity 


in this world, than with the proſpect of a crown of 
pure and perfect felicity, in a ſtate of endleſs futu- 


| rity. 


O that parents would timely and vigilantly exert 
themſelves to raiſe early impreſſions in the tender 
minds of their children, in order to fix deeply the 
chriſtian doctrine, with all its glorious conſequences; 
firmly perſuading and convincing them, that they 
are under the immediate notice of that Being, who 
is ever unſpeakably good, and gracious; and in- 
forming them, that he is choathies with every awful 
reverential attribute; as being perfectly wiſe, pow- 
erful and good, yet ſtrictly juſt ; that he is the maker 
of us all; and that he delights to be called upon by 
us, with the tender and endearing appellation. of, 


Our father, who art in heaven.” 


' Wherefore, under thedeep and reverentſenſe of the 


certainty of his continual preſence and providence, 


let us be ever careful, ever earneſtly deſirous to con- 
ſtitute a part of his children and family, in this our 
FI probationary 
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probationary ſtate; that as we, by our rank in the 
creation, belong to the order of ſpirits ; we may aſ- 
ſuredly hope to join the cherubim and ſeraphim, in 
the habitations of glory and peace, by our now beco- 
ming members of his militant church; and may, 
when our warfare ſhall be accompliſhed, unite with 
the chorus of his triumphant hoſts, in the language 
of grateful adoration and praiſe, =, * __ 


And indeed without this bleſſed hope, we are of 
all creatures the moſt miſerable! being daily ſur- 
rounded with lamentation and woe! combating with 
ſecret or obvious diſtreſſes! and encountering, from 
the cradle to the grave, a perpetual ſucceſſion and 
variety of afflictions! We might therefore truly ſay, 
if our hopes were only fixed upon the tranſitory and 
fleeting pleaſures of this life, we ſhould be, of all 
the animal creation, the moſt miſerable! But we 
are aſſured, that nothing leſs than Gop himſelf, is 
the infinite and endleſs reward of all that diligently 
and conſtantly ſolicit him to the following purpoſe; 
YT us things have I required of thee, deny me them 
10 before I die; remove far from me vanity, and lies; 
give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food 
convenient for me, left JI be full, and deny thee, and 
w- ſay, Who is the Lord? or left I be poor, and ſteal, and 
er tale the name of my God in vain! Cato 


| Which is as if the 23 had ſaid, . Thou art 
« my father, the author of my being; I made no- 


| « thing myſelf, but am wholly and entirely the off- 
he _ * ſpring of thy power, and workmanſhip of thy 
e, © hands: thou knoweſt therefore: what is beſt and 
n- e fitteſt for me; and what can I require elſe from 
ur the hands of thee, O my God! than thy preſer- 
ry 955 „ vation 


[461] 


«« vation out of the dangers of thoſe ſite ex- 
« tremes in life; thy guidance in the middle path 
«« of ſafety and innocence, and the enjoy ment of 
thy approbation and favour in my walking 
*« therein.” EM | 


His mind was, doubtleſs, deeply impreſſed with 
the awfulneſs and eſſential ſubject of his petition; 
and the removing far from him vanity and lies, ſeems 
to conſtitute. a very conſiderable part of it. But 
too many of us, deviating from this one moſt im- 

rtant point, are daily inclined to wander in the 

road path of vanity and folly, and prone to miſ- 
take it for the path of peace; till oftentimes the 
ſtroke of adverſity, of pain of body, or affliction of 
mind, convinceth ix part, and, if unreformed, that 
of Death may fully convince us, when too late! of 
this moſt fatal miſtake. 2 


The Prophet ſaw into the propriety of that frame 
of mind, which utters the language dictated by 
divine wiſdom ;- Tt in the Lord with all thine 
. heart, and lean not unto thine own underflanding :* 
inaſmuch as his gracious ſuperintendency and merci- 
ful notice of his creatures is ſuch as even ale in the 
ends of the earth; and daily affordeth us the cleareſt 
manifeſtation of his goodneſs here, as it hath evident- 
ly pointed out to us that glorious path which leads to 
ſafety and eternal peace. But warity and lies have too 


frequently eſtranged the mind, drawn it off from 


heavenly objects and heavenly cares, and fixed its 
attention upon things wholly unworthy the notice of 
an immortal ſpirit. Under the ſeducing influence 


* Prov. iii. 4.—1 Iſaiah xlv. 22. p 
95 0 


„ 


[4 ] 


of vanity and lies, men have been frequently led to 
purſue many things agreeable to their own wiſhes 
and imagined intereſts, without the leaſt regard paid 
to juſtice and equity. | 


n; to refer to, viz. 7he diftreſs and miſery of the poor, on 


Ns 
ut frequently conſpicuous in the rich, on the other, 

n- | 

ho Were the lives of men deſigned to be wholly alie- 
1 nated from a ſtate of juſtice and virtue, and entirely 
e inſtructed and fixed in the maxims and manners of 
of this worl J, ſingly to be taught to confider it as the 
at chief end of their exiſtence, there would then be 
of ſome excuſe for ufing every ſpecies of art in joining 


| houſe to houſe, and laying field to field, till there be no 
place, that they may be ſeated as it were alone in the 
e mid} of the earth: but now, as the great deſign of Him 
who judgeth the carth, and rewardeth the righteous, 


F hath been abundantly manifeſted and denounced to 
* ſuch as thus counter- act it, they who are intruſted 
1 with riches will appear the more inexcuſable for 
% their unbounded avarice, and can have nothing to 
i plead in favour of their violation of his plain and 
clear intentions reſpecting mankind, It will all at 
8 laſt be found vanity and lies, without virtue: with- 
5 out a faithful dedication of their hearts to the reveal- 
n ed will of Gop. It is an obſervation of the preach- 
s er that Gd giveth to man that is goed in his fight aui. 
£ dim, and knowledge, and joy——but to the finner he 
R giveth travel; ta gather and to heap up, that he may 


: 1 Ifaiah v. 8. 
f give 


I may poſſibly obſerve an explanation and diſtinc- 
th tion of the two ſtates as I go on, which Agur ſeems 


the one hand; and the warnity and pride of heart, too 
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give to him that is good before God. And though he 
who is too unmindful of his Creator, may have 
erected ediſices that appear to the eye of the ſpectator 
as if they would ſtand for ages, and may call them by 
by his own name ; vet even in this view, without vir- 
tue, he is, in the ſenſe of Agar, a lyar to hi mſelf: 
he thinks he hath ſecured happineſs, when the frame 
of his mind is the reverſe of it; fixt probably in a 
ſtate of excluſion, from what may be juſtly deem d 
true and ſubſtantial happineſs; or any acquiſition, 
which will be acceptable and well-pleaſing in the 
fight of Gop. In this circumſtance therefore he is 
a lyar. The by- ſtander indeed, who fees him in the 
free enjoyment of affluence, and taking his eaſe, 
in appearance, in the fullneſs of his heart, may be 
ready to conclude ſuch a one happy, by being unac- 
quainted with his ſecret griefs; whereas many of 
his moments, if their true ſtate could be penetrated 
into, would appear like thoſe diſtreſſed ones of the 
king of Iſrael; who, when he was ſeated in the 
height of his ſplendor, magnificence, and royalty, 
rent his clothes; put on ſackcloth, fofled, and lay in 
ſackcloth, and went fofily.+ 


Labour therefore after righteouſneſs, rather than 
to lay up for yourſelves treaſures upon earth; æuheie 
moth and ruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and ſteal; I that by ſuch timely and prudent 
application, ye may lay up for yourſelves treaſures in 

eaven; where neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, and 


where thieves do not break through and ſteal. 


Ve riſing youth, whoſe minds are open to the dic- 


Ecclef. ii. 26.—f 1 Kings xxi. 27, —7 Matth. vi. 19, 20. 
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tates of that auiſdum which is from above, and to the 
juſt and tender ſentiments which it inſpires, Be 
your inquiries to the following purpoſe, frequent as 
they are important, What am I? Who made me? 
« To what purpoſe was I created ?” dedicate your 
moments to the real purpoſes of life, pay not too 
great a regard to any proſpects or temptations of this 
world; fix not your attention upon its maxims and 
1 intereſts, which, when they become our 
idols, do but deceiye and deprive us of infinitely 
greater; beware of being ſeduced by the outgoings 
of your own minds; let not things that are tranſient 
=” periſhing gain, too great à poſſeſſion of your 
hearts and affections ; nor ever neglect the following 
intereſting petition, Remove far from me vanity and 
lies, and remember that He is the guide, helper, and 
director of all them that put their truſt in him. 


Give me neither poverty nor riches, I readily con- 
clude that in the firſt part of this petition all would 
willingly join; but riches are moſt apt to lay hold of 
our hearts and affections: many indeed are the pro- 
miſes to the , Whom the Lord will deliver when 
be crieth, even him that hath no helper; they are fre- 


quently 8 to hope ; while the rich, if they 
| les 


miſapply the riches committed to their truſt, we are 
afarcd by divine authority, will be conſtrained 
_ and howl: they enjoy the blefling and bounty 
of Heaven, which they ought to apply to the nobleſt 
of their diſtreſſed 

hren, in as much as ye have done it unto one of the 
leaft of theſe my brethren, (ſaith our Saviour) ye have 


done it unto me.. For which purpoſe he hath commit- 


* 
* 
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ted a la ſhare of temporal enjoyments; which 


ought to be a ſtriking motive, a neceſſary inticement 
to well-doing: but alas! inſtead of it, too frequently 
wealth becomes ſubſervient to the purpoſes of pride, 
luxury, and wickedneſs: and therefore, our Loxp 
remarks in another place, how hard it is for a rich man 
zo enter into the kingdom of Heaven. And the Apo. 
tle James ſays, Go to now ye rich men, weep and hoaul, 
for your miſeries that ſhall come upon you ; your riches are 


corrupted, and your garments are moth eaten; your gold 


and ſilver is cankered, and the ruft of them /hall be a 
witneſs againſt you ; the hire of the labourers which have 
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by 
fraud, crieth ; the cries 4 them wwhic = reaped, have 
entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 


If the extent of thy ſtewardſhip, O man! is 
increaſed, thy obligations to thy maſter are til] 
reater; if thou bat received additional bleſſings 
from the Gop of bounty, it is a truſt which calleth 
9 thee to diſtribute with an unſparing hand. 
then, ye who are thus favoured! maintain a 
ſteady endeavour to diſcharge your duty in the fight 
of your Creator; deceive not yourſelves with a 


belief that happineſs conſiſteth in the multitude of 


your poſſeſſions, ſince they bring with them their 


dangers as well as obligations to duty; but like 
fountains of water which ſupply the little ſtreams, 5. 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate: this 
being the way to lay up in ſtore for yourſelves a god 


Foundation againff the time to come; that ye may lay hold 
on eternal life, _ | YN ; 


F Mat. xix. 237 24. — Mark Xx. 23. — + James v. t. — 
* ; Tim. 17, — ee 2 | 
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T have knowh ſome men, and even women, who 


have thought the ground ſcarce worthy to receive the 


ſſure of their feet; diveſted of all the ties and ten- 
derneſs of humanity, and wholly puft up with v 
and lies; but as the reign of ſuch is ſhort, and not 
even then without its pains, and heir end miſerable, 
as in many parts of the ſacred records we are aſſured; 
may there be none ſuch here preſent 3 on the contra- 
ry, let it be a part of your conſtant care, not only to 
feel the diſtreſſes of others, but to vifit, and be con- 
vinced, and in a manner are the neceſſities of the 
poor and needy; to ſoften the anguiſh of their af- 
flifted minds, to alleviate their hidden griefs, and to 
dry up the eyes of thoſe that weep; and the tears 
which ſtream, “ as faithful flewards of the manifold 
% grace of God; having fervent charity; knowing 
* that charity ſhall cover a multitude of fins. Uſing hoj- 
« pitality one towards another without grudging ; in 
** proportion as ye have received the gift, 7 removing l 
« far from you vanity and lies; and contenting 
« yourſelves with being fed with food that is conven» 


as ent for you. i 


9 are preſent, may think this unreaſonable 
doctrine, and be ready to reply, I have a family 
to provide for, and therefore I muſt embrace every 
* opportunity of acquiring, and laying up all my 
* acquiſitions in ftore for them; and ſhould I neg- 
* let the preſent, the like may never happen again 
« in the courſe of my life.” ET 


Such or the like arguments are often too readily 
taken up, and obſtinately urged, in oppoſition to 
17 | | 


4 1 Pet. iv. 8, 9, 10. # 
Da. 1 
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the moſt important concern; to the unſpeakable pre- 
| judice of themſelves, of the diſpoſitions and morals 
of their children in particular, and of human ſocie- 
ty in general: how quick is the tranſition of many 
from a ſtate of health to the grave! Thor fool / this 
ee night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee I was former- 
ly pronounced to one of this kind by the great Judge 
of all men. Conſider then, it may be thy caſe ; and 
art thou prepared againſt thy dying hour, to render 
him ſuch an account, as will then ſupport thee, and 
juſtify thee in thy claim to the inheritance of his 
everlaſting kingdom, by thy having faithfully ſought 
it, and attended to the conditions thereof, preferably 
to all the deareſt objects of this uncertain, and mo- 
mentary ſtate of exiſtence ? > | 


I am fully of opinion, many who run after the 
world with open mouth, and that mouth ſcarce ever 
cloſed; till death cloſes it ; could they be induced to 
yield ſome of their precious moments to timely and 
ſerious reflection; would endeavour to withdraw 


themſelves from tranſitory things, at leaft before 


their laſt moments of life; and in ſome meaſure, 


prepare (after this manner) to meet their God. 


- They Seti then retire, for a ſhort ſpace 


atleaſt, from the world, before they entirely left it; 
frequently fit down, and ſeriouſly turn their view to- 
wards another world, another ftate of being, into 
which they can never hope to carry wealth, or 
honours ; toward that approaching dread tribunal of 
righteouſneſs, where theſe will gain no favour. 


+ Luke xii. 20. 


en 
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When we take a ſurvey of the world, and look 
back through the generations that are paſt, we ſee 
that the love of vanity, wealth, and grandeur, hath 
prov'd from time to time the u even of the faireſt 
empires and monarchies, which have been ever erected 
on the face of the earth: one reformation after ano- 
ther, and ane fate after another, have been deſtroy d 
from the pride and dif/ipation inherent in the minds 
of governors and teachers. | | 


How ought this conſideration to humble the 
hearts, and redouble the vigilance of ſuch as are, 


placed in exalted flations “ 


I hope and truſt our love, as a people in general, 
hath not been confined peculiarly to ourſelves; but 
extended, as it ought to be, to all our fellow-crea- 
tures; to relieve poverty and diftreſs, according to 
our abilities; to prevent and reclaim from the inſi- 
nite danger and harms of impiety, and to encourage 
every kind of real virtue. e 5 

Though ſome families may have tarn'd aſide into 
the ſtate of the world, and become engrofled with 
the love of its pleaſures and enjoyments ; yet many 


others, I hope, and believe, have denied themdelves; 
have /aid hold of the gaad word of life 5; and under its 


influence, purſued zhe one thing needful. 
ſome have.declined, and even refuſed, the ſubjectian 


due to their Maker, as if they had aſked with inte- 


lence, * Who is this Logp, thatzhe ſhould reign 
« over our hearts?” and had added, We know no 
„power equal to that of getting wealth, and ho- 
% nours; yet others have not departed from the 
obligations of fear and love; but have made proper 
TI reflections, 


ö 
% 


— — 


| 
| ; 
| 
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reflections, paid juſt reſpe& to the great Author of 
their being — and it by a Ready watchful. 
neſs in conduct, which I moſt earneſtly deſire, may 
become the happy caſe of every one of my fellow- 


The preſent ſolemn occaſion is an important leſſon 
of inſtruction to us all! The departure of the diſ. 


embodied ſoul, from this world, to another; whick 


methinks ſhould entirely prevent our ſetting too 
great a value upon all temporgl poſſeſſions. 
I have ſometimes been preſent in a dying hour; J 
7% have been preſent at a 3 of bag Preſs: [ 
have ſeen in ſome, the cloſing period of a regular 
life of virtue : yet ſuch a life, as on account of 
outward poverty, had been deſpiſed and overlooked 
La whole life ſpent, in which its happieſt moments 
would have paſt for miſerable, in the minds of thou- 
ſands: yet when they have finiſhed their courſe, 
they have experienced triumphant joy, in the bleſſed 
hope and aſſurance of eternal life ! through the me- 
Tits of their dear Redeemer, + Hrs 15; 


I have alſo beheld, on the other hand, the habi- 
tations of ſplendour exhibit a mournful ſcene of 

_ diſtreſs, far different from the former! Then, when 
the ſolemn. approach of death hath begun to appear, 
attended with all its tremblings and fearful appre- 
henſions of an after ſtate !. when the ſoui, agonizing 
in its pains, hath viewed things in a far different 
light to what it had before done, when even the 
riches, in which it had long truſted, fell ſhort of 
giving the leaſt ſatisfaction: no hope of future hap- 
pineſs afforded to the poſſeſſor | but, on the contrary, 
| | a gloomy 


3 
a gloomy pro of deſpair ; of an eternal ftate of 
miley! of d Fe made a ſorrowful wit- 
neſs, that ſome have gone out of the world, auithour 
God; without hope; without one comfortable re- 
flection from the ſacred ranſom of a dying Saviour l. 


In vain have they ardently wiſhed, in an expiring 
hour, that they might have been permitted to lengthen 
out their allotment of life, a little longer; that they 
might have but a ſhort ſpace of added time afforded 
them, for the important purpoſe of repentance, and. 
amendment of life; for feeding the hungry, clathing 
the naked, and wiſiting the ſick ; virtues, to which they 
had no pretence, in any of their paſt hours, and 
which then it proved too late for them to attain, 
however neceſſary, for their ſtanding approved at 


the juſt judgment, to which they were approaching. 


May we all therefore learn inſtruction, from ex- 
amples like theſe; and derive ſuch advantage from 
this preſent ſolemnity ; 28 and embracing zhe 
good word of life ; and ever ſtedfaſtly adhering to it, 
ſo long as we continue in mutability. | 


May we never withdraw ourſelves from watchful 
attention to the guidance of divine Providence ; 
never indulge ourſelves in arrogance, or truſt too 
much to the rectitude of our own hearts; but pra 
without ceaſing, t that we may be enabled to do , 
meet for repentance ; I and thereby attain an eternal 
inheritance in the kingdom of Gk 
| r | ff „ . 


* Eph. l. 12.—1 1 Theſſ. v. 17.—t Mat. iii. 9. 
| | Once 
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Once more ſuffer me to intreat you, my friends, 
in great good will, often ſeriouſly to reflect upon the 
importance of the petition which I have thus far 
ee to enforce—** Tao thin Bae 1 required 
« of thet, O Lord! deny me them not before I die.” As 
I am fully ſatisfied it is not and will not be ſufficient 
for me, though Iſhould ſtand ever fo eminently high, 
on the account of riches, or honours, in the eſteem or 


applauſe of men; Renmve therefore, far from me 


% wanity and lies; giving me neither poverty nor riches; 
% bot feed ne, 1 pray thee, with ford convenient for 
& me, left 1 be full, and deny thee, and ſay, Whois 


* the Lord? or lat The poor and fleal, and take the nane 


% of ny God in vain. 
4 e : ; 


Ever beware of the firſt admiſſion of evil. Guard 
the avenues of your hearts; make it your peculiar 
ſtudy ſo to number your days, as to apply your hearts unto 
<vi/dom ; f and to ad vante therein keep the account 
of your There moments with greater exactneſs than 
you wou 
poral concerns. 


*Tis an uſual ſaying, That ſhort reckonings nale long 


Friend: continue this ſhort and frequent reckoning ; 

ever eſteeming the numberin bf yoar days aright, to be 

the moſt neceſſary and bleſſed exerciſe ; that hereby 

ye may be in a continual readineſs for your final re- 
moval, how ſudden ſoever it may be permitted. 


Some of you ne donbtleſs truly ſenſible of the 
importance of thus acquiring the divine favour; 


+ Pal. xe. 12. ; 
| continue 


d wiſh to do of your moſt important tem- 
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eontinue to keep your hearts in this frame with all di. 
ligence, for ont of them proceed the iſſues of life :* re- 
member too that as we are a people who have been 
frequently blamed for departing from ſet forms, how 
neceſſary therefore it is for us all to keep up, in the 
very innermoſt receſſes of our hearts, the daily ſa- 
alles of prayer and praiſe, of fervent mental ſup 

plications, reverently to offer them to the Farhe 
who feeth in ſecret and reavardeth openly : and let us 
never forget, that if the mind once gets off its guard, 
and relaxes in its earneſt purſuit of the divine fa- 
vour, the enemy 1s then moſt watchful to enter and 
to ſeduce. May you all therefore keep within the 
verge of innocency ; and ever let your morning ob- 
lations, and evening ſacrifices, accompany your 
ſpirits to the throne of grace. 


Ye riſing tender youth, of whom there is a num- 


ber in this city, for whoſe welfare I am at this time, 


and believe ſhall ever remain, anxiaully ſolicitous: 


May grace, mercy and peace, attend you through 


the ſucceeding ſteps of your lives! May the Father 
of infinite mercy {till accompany your ſpirits: May 


you live in the perfect love and fear of him; making 
conſtant, daily enquiry into your immortal ſtates; 
always remembering that you muſt one day fall be- 
neath the ftroke of death! May your evening and 
morning ſacrifices, therefore, of fervent prayer, 
and of a ſincere and ſtedfaſt devotion, be conſtantly 
directed up to your Creator! Aſſuring yourſelves that 
in caſting your care upon, and truſting in him, he 
will remember you in his divine love; that be will 


Prov. lv. 23.— Mat. vi. 6. 
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„ remove vanity and lies far from you, and feed you with 
toy for Fe 0 5 in bing he 201 bleſs 
you and in multiplying be will multiply his favours 
towards you.; crowning you in the end avith joy uu- 
Jpeakable, and full of glory! | 


Io conclude, let us all treaſure up in our minds, 
and firmly retain this comfortable aſſurance, Yerily 
there is a reward far the righteous ; werily there is a 


3 


Gad, that judgerb in the earth. © 


4 


5 * Gen. xxii. 17.—1 Pet. i. 8. 3 
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A PRAYER after the foregoing Diſcourſe 


T is unto Thee, the author of all our mercies, 
thou moſt glorious and holy one! that we pre- 
ſame to have recourſe; and with the deepeſt humi- 
lity and refignation of mind, to acknowledge thy 
preſent bleſſings, and the diffuſion of thy wiſdom 


and goodneſs, with gratitude, reverence, and feel- 


ing ſubmiſſion! As Thou beſt knoweſt what is beſt 


for us, we beg that we may be continually favoured 
with thy providential and fatherly diſpenſations ; 
and wit that mercy which ſanctifies them, which 
renders them maſt highly inſtructive and uſeful to us: 
that hence we may enjoy inward peace 1n the time 
of outward trouble: we beſeech Thee thus to carry 
on and complete our ſanRification and ſalvation, 
that in thy appointed time we may attain a endle/5 
inheritance with the ſaints in light.* fd 


We humbly requeſt that all things may work toge- 


ther for good to theſe f that are afflicted: may they 


profitably liſten to the inſtructive voice of affliction; 
and thoſe who enjoy proſperity, alike improve, from 
the language of every mercy! 


Eſtabliſh -vs, we pray Thee, upon the holy im- 
moveable foundation of thy ever-blefſed and un- 
changeable truth; Thou that haſt been with us, and 
remember d us; and haſt open d our hearts for thy 


„ Col. i. 12.—1 Rom. viii. 8. 
admiſſion, 
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admiſſion, through the virtue of thy heavenly power 
and divine love. We pray Thee, in gh name and 
the ſeveral 


ſpirit of thy dear Son, to direct us 
3 ſteps of our lives; to preſerve us in an 
humble dependence and holy truſt in thy power: 
and may we be continually favour d to make men- 


tion of thy name with joy and gladneſs of heart. 


Lay thy hand, we pray Thee, upon ſuch as are 
captivated with vanity and lies, before they depart 
hence, and be ſeen of men no more; to lead them 
out of darkneſs into thy marvellous light :* let the voice 


of the holy ſpouſe reach the immortal pazt, 1n ſuch, | 
with that comfortable and refreſhing language, 
ä TY Ariſe my love, my fair One come away.” Lead 


them, we pray, yet further and f urther, in the path 


of righteouſneſs+, to the perfefting of holineſs in thy 


ear ;* and let thy rod and thy ſtaß, evermore, com- 

a them| . that . lag behind, as 

in the wilderneſs ; but in humble ſteady obedience, 

e wil holy circumſpecion; being thankful 

or all thy providential diſtributions, and ever pa- 

_— pronouncing the divine language of Thy will 
e. N 5 R | ; 


Enable thy miniſters, with power and authority, 
to exalt thy name with additional ſtrength ; that 
through their faithful labours, as inſtruments in thy 


hand, thy ſacred light may ariſe and abundantly 
ſpread 1 * the * nah of darkneſs! O moſt 

ing! Thou that avorkeft in us to will and 
to do, according to thy good plea ſure, ; we pray Thee, 


* 1 Pet. ii. 9. — + Prov. viii. 20. — f 2 Cor. ii. 3. — 
j Pſalm xxiii. 4.—\ Phil. ii. 1. 
| : bring 
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bring all to thy temple ; and enable them acceptably 


to worſhip Thee therein, Humble their hearts in 


full obedience to thy word, lead them in the ay 
everlaſting /* Let the firſt dawn of their morning, 
the whole courſe of their day, and the cloſe of their 
evening, be continually directed towards Thee! 


O Thou! by whom the voice of ſupplication is 


with all readineſs admitted, even from the unworthi- 
eſt of thy creatures! grant that over ſea and land, rhe 


dead in heart, in treſpaſſes and fins,F may hear thy 
word, feel its power in raiſing them to neauneſi of life, 4. 
and be finally admitted to the fellowſhip and commu- 


nion of ſaints in thy kingdom! 
For thy great name's ſake, and for thy dear ſon's 


ſake, remember all the inhabitants of this city; and 


thoſe, in particular, who are now met in this place : 
that, through the favour of thy light and help, they 
may move in their ſeveral claſſes agreeable to the in- 
junctions of thy holy word. Do Thou, we pray 


Thee, animate and preſerve thy miniſters, elders, 


and heads of families; may they be ſober, and hope to 
the end ;\| diſcharging their duties to Thee, them- 
ſelves, their houſholds, and the public: having on 


the helmet of ſalvation, the breafi-plate of righteouſneſs, 


the ſhield of faith, and ſword of the ſpirit ; and having 


their feet ſbod, with the preparation of the goſpel of 


peace. 5 


Speak peace, we beſeech Thee, O ſovereign 
author of peace! to all that are /abouring and heavy 


+ Pſalm cxxxix. 24. — 1 Eph. ii. 1. — f Rom. vi. 4.— 
{ x Pet. i. 13.—) Eph. vi. 13, 16, 17. N 
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laden; igſed and not comforted ;+ ſtill the pertur- 
bations of their minds, when ariſing and ſwelling, 
like the raging waves of the ſea; though the waves 
toſs and mar, let them not prevail and paſs over them. 


Now to Thee, whoſe goodneſs, mercy, and mar- 
vellous power, the tongues and thoughts of the moſt 
rateful and perfect of thy creatures here below, 
— ever fallen ſhort of expreſſing or concetving ; to 


hee, with the immaculatelamb, the ſon of thy bo- 


ſom, be deſervedly and juſtly aſcribed, as is moſt due, 


all honour and glory through theſucceeding pilgrim- 


age of ourlives; and when we ſhall no longer remain 


| ſojourners here upon earth, may we be admitted to 


continue the inexhauſtible theme, in the boundleſs ha- 
bitations of thy everlaſting glory, world without 


* Mat. xi, 28,—+ Iſai. liv. 11.—f Jer. v. 2% 
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The . following Di/ceurſe was delivered at the Onarierly | 
Meeting at French-Hay, near Briftol, the 26th of 


the #fih Month, 1767, in the Morning. 


4 garden iucloſed is my lter, my Spouſe, a ſpring ſbut 


up, a fountain ſealed.* 


HE whole book of Canticles is underſtood and 
1 taken in the way of ſimilitude, or metaphor, 
ſetting forth that cloſe connection, that near and 
dear relation, which eternally ſubſiſts between 
CHRIST and his church; and in this ſenſe it cer- 
tainly conveys inſtruction, very profitable, as well 
as very delightful, to that mind which hath dedi- 
cated itſelf to the love and obedience of him, its 
only rightful Lon. 


The Church is called a Fountain of Gardens; + 
which ſeems to me very evidently to imply that in- 
cloſed collected ftrength, beauty, regularity ; thoſe 
conſolatory refreſhments; that ſteady firmneſs of 
thought, unity of heart, and divine affection, which 
becomes a people that well underſtand what is meant 
by the ſolemn injunction of girding up the loins of 
their minds : well appriz'd of the ſtate of their pil- 


* Cant. iv. 12. — f iy. 15.—t 1 Pet. i. 13. | 
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primage ; of the nature, end, and deſign of their be. 
ing; of the neceſſity of wach ulnefs e ny 
| 6f Kaving their minds brought into, and eftabliſhed 
in, the lovely order of the goſpel ; heir [ins girded; 
their faculties circumſcribed, and directed to the pro- 
ary purpoſe, the great and glorious end of their 
being; within the limits of that holy frame of 
IP which hath @ founlain of gifts, t preparatory 
to every kind of uſeful ſervice, for the comfort of 
individuals, and the united benefit of the whole M " 
body; ever abiding in the Ear e the Lord, which i t 
is the beginning of wiſdom :] the moſt perfect wil- h 
dom, by which the mind is kept clean, and preſerv- * 
ed in its proper cloathing. 95 | 


For the fear of the Lord, as the Pſalmiſt exprefics / 
it, is clean, and endureth for ever ;\| and if this fear i 7 
continues to reſt upon our minds, it will aſſuredly 
keep them clean ;. and more and more illuminate 
them to diſcern the propriety and fitneſs of this lan- ob 
guage of CHRIST to his church: 4 garden inclofed 
is my filter, my ſponſe, my church ; exected and pre. '* 
ſerved by ay. power, my falluest united to me, and 
all dear to one another, a royal priefibeed, à bol) he 
nation, a peculiar people, zealous of good works.;” 


May Ve therefore all ſeparately * each for Our- 
ſelves, attend to this ſtate, and become acquainted 
with that de 15 of reſemblance of ſuch an incloſed 
garden — — we bear, in the ſight of Him, who at 
one view ſees the ſeveral conditions of men, and 
beholds the ſtate of his Whole creation 


* pet. iv. 7.—# Prov. i. 7, and 9, 10.—t James iii. 1 
&. Pſalm xix. 9.— f 1 Pet, ii. 9. 3 
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If we are incloſed, of what nature is our inelo- 
ſure ?. ſince nothing leſs will become our ſufficient: 
defence, than the ſurrounding arm of the Almighty: 
He is the firength of every 1ndividual that rightly 
truſts in him: their ſituation is aptly deſcribed in 
holy aurit, in many parts of it, by a variety of lively 
and beautiful figures ; as here, by that of a garden in- 
lied, ot fountain of gardent. "They likewiſe joy- 
fully experience, in is ſenſe of the text, what was 
meant by the ſong that was predicted to be ſung in 
the land of Judab, when the divine covenant ſhould 
happily cement, and incloſe that favoured people in 
a ſtate of innocence, integrity and love, enjoying 
together the laſting and unutterable ſweets of divine 
protection and peace. In that day foall this fong be 

Jung in the land of FTudab ; We have a ftrong city ;. fat- 


vation will Gud appoint for walls aud bulwarks e and 


I cannot but intreat that all preſent, who are come 
to years of mature conſideration, - eſpecially, may 
obey the call of Gop; come out of à ſtate of ſin, 
and neglect of duty, and become fellow-citizens with; 
the ſaints} of this city; a city that hath ſure founda- 

tions ; I being built upon that roch, which the gatis ef 
hell have never been able to prevail againſt. + | 


O yau that are in the bloom of life, and ſurround- 
ed with the impetuous waves of divers paſſions; who 
continue yet uncorrected, unreſined by divine grace; 
may you diligently and ſeriouſly reflect upon your 
extreme want of reſemblance to the garden inelgſed; 
and of anſwering thereby the gracious deſign of 
your Maker concerning you! May y ou be directed 


| Cant. ie. 15, —# Iſaiah zxvi. 1. — 1 Eph. il. 199 
3 Heb. xi. 14.— Matth. zvi. 38. —1 
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by the flill ſmall wins which the Lozp God will 
make uſe of, and meet you with ix the garden; * in 
order to reclaim you, and to draw you to himſelf! 
May all that ſtand in ſlippery places, make him their 
refuge, that they may know him, to calm every tu- 


mult in the mind; to crown them with the joys of 
obedience ; and to direct their ſteps aright through 


life, to his bonour, a ir own true n lating 


nel 


- May all oh mourn body want of a — of * at- 
dein this happy ſituation, all who are ready to cry 
out as one formerly did, ** Moe it me that I ſojourn in 
« Mefbech, and dwell in the tents of Kedar.+" Woe 
is me for this ſtate of wickedneſs, with which I am 
now on every ſide ſurrounded ; both that of my own, 
and that of others round about me! who are ready 

to fear the harveſt is paſt, the ſummer is ended: and 
— they are not gathered into the city walled avith ſal. 
vation; or the garden incloſed with divine beauty, 
with united and unfading joy! 


S hope better things for thoſe whoſe concern fome- 
times appears likely to become more than they are 
able to  Y even a concern, leſt they ſhould be ex- 
Nen from an nee 11 the nctifed. 


He that of old dude fe eee flip like rams, 
aud the litile bills like Jambs, h for the miraculous pre- 
ſervation of his people, even when they had begun to 
deſpair of their dejiverance; can ſtill e . effect 
the like glorious work in reſtoring the efponding, 


#1 | Kings vis. 22.—# Gem: 4 ii. 8. — 4 baun err 5.— 
7 er viii,—h Pſalm cxiv. 4. 


the 


This hath been the ſacred language of 1 


4he broken in heart ; that, having been too much of 


their watch, have ſrom thence been the more ſabjet 
to be 1% about by every wind of dortrinr, f and cun- 
ning craftineſs of men; whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive. - Know that though your own reſolutions, 
your own ſtrength, and wiſdom, have been inſuffici- 
ent (in the days age re pat for your ſeeurity; and 
perhaps the ſtrongeſt reſolutions, that you have hi- 
therto made, have been written in duſt; ſo that the 
next gale of — — hath blown them away; and 
vou have hence been carried further and further, into 
a ſtate of -groaning captivity, and crying diſtreſs! 
and have been unable to lift up your heads in the day 
of trial: know, that the duly humble and repenting 
ſinner hath ever been graciouſly received; and the 
diffident have become cloathed with divine ſtrength, 
through the name and power of the Lok p Jzsus; 
their minds have been brought into à holy frame, 
having entered within the celeſtial incloſure and de- 


O that the ſalvation of Iſrael would come out of Sinn, 
then ſhould Facob rejoice, and Iſrael ſhould be right glad. 
diet als 
that have at times been toſt in uncertainty, diſtreſſed 
in vanity, wickedneſs and diſappointment ;* who, 
notwithſtanding, have been at happily fixed 
within the habitation of the holy city, or garden inclo- 
/ed; through a ſteady perſeverance and Hon reſiſt- 
ance, though in the night ſeaſon; like Jacob, who . 
as a prince, prevailed with God and with men. 
So the ſincere, the penitent ſinner, in his reſolute 
and patient conflict, imploring and relying on di- 


1 Epk. iv. 12.—“ Gen: xxxii. 28. 
E 2 vine 
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vine help, will at length obtain an aſſured victory, 


to his great joy, and returning of thankſgiving to 


the author oſ all his mercies. 


off 8 10 


unthinking yout how widely different from this 


ſtate is too many of yours! To you appears particu- 


larly applicable that antient call from Gop, Keep fi- 
lence before me, oh ye iſſandi !“ I beſeech you, in 
this your time of danger, when your minds may be 
compared to floating iſlands,. blown upon and 
covered with a ſucceſſion of waves, ſurrounded with 


temptations of various Kinds, that are perpetually 


_ withdrawing you from that moſt precious intereſt, 
which CHRIS hath purchaſed for you in he garden 
inclaſed; I beſeech you, that you maintain a ſteady 
dependence upon him; that ye be vigilant in your 
purſuit after eternal enjoyments; that ye ſtand upon 


your guard againſt the wiles of the grand enemy to 


your ſalvation ; remembering that even avher the fan, 
of God havb met together, Satan hath preſented himſelf 


Doth thy mind watch with holy diligence to 

prayer? being fervent in ſpirit, that though the ene- 
my may endeavour to come in as a flood of corrupti- 
on, and ſeek inceſſantly to draw thee from the ſtrong 
boy of that city, ye avall; 2 falvatiom, and 
whoſe gates are praiſe ;* the arm of omnipotence may 
defend thee : know, thou art no — nies than 
a8 ee temptation; it is no ſin to be 
tempted ; the holy everlaſting bridegroom of the true 
church, was himſelf tried, proved, tempted before 


* Ifalah xli. 1,—+ Job. i, 6.—f Ifaiah Is. 18. 
5 thee, 


dis my fer, ay Hase; ah, too 


glory! 


1 | 
thee, time after time, by the ruler of the darkneſs of 
this world, the prince of the power of the air; yet he 
continued unmoved, unwearied; being ſupported 
and ſuſtained by the power of Gop : He wt like 
unto us in all things, fin only excepted; } he knows and 
is willing to ſuſtain them that are tempted ; and to 
encourage in the day of battle, every one that clea- 
veth unto, and calleth upon him, with full purpoſe | 
of heart, in the whole courſe and condu of his life : 
though he may be deeply proved, and may ſome- 
times be ready to cry out, ** Even though the gates 
« of death may appear to be in motion againſt me, 
“ and juſt opening to receive me, yet if I die, Oh 
let it be at thy feet.“ e 


This hath been the language of minds, in the 
day of temptation; and when the battle hath been 
hot, they have known a ſecret hiding place, where 
the enemy could not prevail. Though he encoun- 
tered the whole army of martyrs; though they were 
tempted, trod upon, buffeted, and even erucified-;' 
yet it was never in his power to ſubdue them; they 
were ſtill ſuccour'd by the hand) | of the Almighty ; 
they were enabled to fight the $ od fight of faith ;* to 


paſs through all their fery trialt with patience ; and, 


in honour of their victory, are now crowned with 


Ho beautiful, how amiable, muſt be thoſe gar- 
dns inclſed, the riſing youth, in the vigour and 
prime of life! when their minds are circumſcribed, 
and animated to piety ; when they have upon them 
the indubitable proofs of the handy work of Gop ; 


| þ Heb. iv. 25.—Þ 1 Tim. vi. 12. 
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ſtanding immoveably upright on the fide of religion 


ow excullent are theſe gardens incloſed ! their 


converſation and behaviour, how edifying ! how 


exemplary! how truly honourable! their admiſſion 
is ue into that ne houſe, not made with andi, 
b eſti val, an eternal fruition of the 


to A 
unſpeakaply rich rewards of their — works, 


which they have been enabled to perform, to the 
glorifying of their Father who is in heaven. : 


Than ſuch a bleſſed ſociety as this, I know of 
nothing that can poſſibly be deemed more amiable 
upon 4 face of the earth; nothing more conſiſtent 
with the deſig > the gs ; or more reſembling i: 

W oe thoſe that are young 10 remember 
their Creator in the days of their youth, + with a con- 
tinual reverence; and to give up theirhearts to him, 


in the perfection of love; for the moſt deſirable part 
of the whole creation to live thus, amidſt the bloom 


and luſtre of the ſpring time of life, is to conſtitute 


the e the one great ornament of the 


'Ye heads of families; fathers, mothers, and 


guardians, that preſide over and ſuftain the various 


relations in domeſtic life; ever carefully proſecute 
your own eternal happineſs, and the happineſs of all 
thoſe over whom you are placed in charge! exhort- 


ing them in tender affeRion, and encouraging them 
by worthy example, to fer their affectiont on things 


'+- Cor. vi 9. EvaliC, Wb. f. 


above ; 


[Fr 3 
above 5} watchfully guarding, and even 2 
them, 10 order to N them from all harms a 
corruptions of vice, as gardens inchſed within the 
limits of that holy fear, aich is @ fountain of lin, 
that preſerves from the ſnares of death,* and prepares 
for a crown of glory, in the regions of eternal 
F 


When the ties of nature become joined with the 
ties of grace, and together reſt upon the minds of 
parents and guardians ; they cannot but be ſolicitous 
that their olfepeing and charge may be favoured in 
an eminent degree with divine e they 
would then earneſtly deſire to help them forward in 
their way, being qualified to ſay to the riſing gene- 
ration, Follow me, as 1 follow CHRIST.“ I am 

rſuaded, had this been more generally the caſe, 
had they themſelves, I ſay, really lived 2s gardens 
mclſed within the bounds of divine wifdom and 
ernment, our chriſtian ſociety would have worn 


o 


_ a different aſpect to what it now does. Could pa- 


rents and heads of families from time to time have 
appealed to the Searcher of Hearts, for the upright- 
neſs of their intentions, and the reftitude of their. 
conduct in theſe moſt important concerns, then 


* might they have ſaid with holy confidence, Lord / 


now letteft thou thy ſervant depart in peace; for mine 
eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation 1+ Pt Ws aero BJ 


What think ye parents! ye that live as it were in 


a ſtate of ſtupefattion; what think ye of the im- 


portant moment, when in the ſight of Gop, angels, 
and men, inquiſition for blood ſhall be made? What 


} Col. iii. 2.—# Prov. xiii. 14.—+ Luke ii. 29, 30. 


think 


1 
think ye of the preparation of rendering that account 
with joy, at the dread 'tribunal of final judgment? 
in which an inquiry into the 1 your ſeve- 
ral duties, in this reſpect, will moſt aſſuredly be 


* 


made -t is poſſible, and indeed I cannot but be- 


lieve it conſiſtent with the goodneſs of the Supreme 


Being; that, where the natural parents have been 


1 the diſcharge of this important truſt, 
and 

and crooked paths, forgetful of the way that lead- 
eth to life eternal; the everlaſting Father hath not 
been wholly unmindful of his children, thus aban- 


doned to the wiles of the deſtroyer ; but hath fre- 


quently reached forth a kind hand to ſuch, and will 
continue to make up to them, who gratefully receive 


his kindneſs, and obey his voice, the deficiency of 


ſuch paſt parental care; even by the virtue of his 
living power in their hearts: in the mean time, the 
very criminal neglect of ſuch parents will, notwith- 


ſtanding this, draw down on them its own weight 


of condemnation : the hand auriting on the avall will 
{till remain againſt them; and, like wicked Bel- 


ſhaztar, they will be weighed in the balance, and 


Found wanting. 


Indeed it muſt be confeſt, and I am thoroughly 
aſſured, that all parents are not thus negligent: I 
cannot but remember the ineſtimable father I had in 


early life; and above all things his almoſt zzex- 


ampled care and tenderneſs over his infant offspring. 
I well remember the very powerful and moving elo- 
quence of deſcending tears! when he collected his 
numerous family of little ones about him, and in the 


} Dan. v. 5, 27. wk $ 
time 


have conducted their offspring into bye-ways 
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time of our extreme tenderneſs, and very early 
cars, how often he hath wept. over us, when he 
lach been recommending us to the throne of grace! 


though I cannot 2 the immediate language he 
utter d, upon theſe occaſions, which were ſo ex- 
tremely intereſting*to us all- ? 


ed 0 bd ib e e e 


ſtrayed from the garden inch/ed, in many of the ſuc- 


ceeding ſteps of my life: and even now ſtand as 2 


monument of mercy among ft you ! whilſt I thus afreſh 
mt ay recite 5 amazing inſtance of a ten- 


der parent's anxious and unabated care, for our 


preſervation out of the evils that abound in the 


world; for our having a ſafe place within the inclo- 


ſures, where Chrift feedeth his flock, and maketh them 
to reft at noon / | | 


0 fathers and [mothen! 1; beſeech you, by the 


mercies of Gop, and the ſolemn account you muſt 


one day cloſe with him; that you lay this charge 
ſeriouſly. to heart; ſtill offering up your humble 
petitions to the Father of light, that he will enable 


you, more and more, to inſtruct the children he 


hath bleſſed you with, in the one thing needful ; in 
order that- being thus favoured, thus enlightened 
and-enlarged by his power, you. may have nothing 
to do but die, when that time ſhall arrive; nothin 
to charge yourſelves with, in relation to the neg] 

of this great duty, when the meaſure” of your days 
ſhall be accompliſhed ; but may render up your 


accounts wwith jay, and receive the beatific ſentence _ 
of Well done, good and faithful ſervant ; thou haſt been 


1 Cant. i. 7. a 
faithful 
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' faithful in a little 5 I vill nale thee ruler ever more; 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord "C6 
A ff garden incloſed is my fifter, my ſpouſe May we 
-pay all due honour to the teſtimony of CHRIST re- 
ſpecting his church, both as individuals, as head; 
of families, and parents of children: and more and 
more ſuſtain with r e and propriety in all our 
ſeveral ftations, the character of gardens inc loſed; 
or be as plants therein, of the Lord's own right hand 
planting ; plentifully adorn'd and enrich'd with all 
the good fruits of his own ſpirit; that we may be, 
as our fathers were in the day when the Loxp raiſed 
them up, fed, and miraculouſly ſupported- them! 
and may fervently” pray, that Sion might- ariſe, and 
Hine, and ſhake herſelf from the duft of the earth; and 
put on her beautiful garments !* and that many among 
us, who yet need it, might ſhake themſelves from 
thoſe outward things that adorn them; as ey vainly 
aw 7 that that divine beauty and Inftre which once 
conſpicuouſly. ſhined upon and adorned our Sinn, 
may again be reſtored, and continue to dwell 
amongſt us: and in order to this, may we ſtudy 
more and more the inereaſe of righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs; encouraging one another by good 
example and by tender counſel in the purſuit there- 
of; as we cannot, conſiſtent with our love of Gov, 
be indifferent in our wiſhes for the happineſs and 
welfare of any of our fellow creatures; nor ſay of 
dur brother, Let him alone, leave him to himſelf, 
10 it is ſufficient for me to mind myſelf. Since it 
is our immediate duty to watch over him; and to 
be ready, on every occaſion, tenderly to adviſe and 


4 Matth. V. 21 Ifaiahlii, 1, 2. Ix. 1. 
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lift; yo are or ſupport him; and not anfwer the 


Loxp, he ſhall require an account of his wel- 
fare from me; Am I my brother's keeper ? v.14) 


At this door, my friends, unſpeakable damage 
hath enter d, and widely ſpread amongſt us a people; 


eren through this neglect, the grand deceiver hath g 
the more eaſily — this and the other family ; 


the power of ſeduction hath taken place; and man 
young people may be ſaid to have laid violent hands 
on their own ſouls, and thoſe of others too, in their 


e Amer aging ce ES 


, ſos Am I my nber | keeper ? What | have I to do 


with the welfare of another?” This hath greatly ob- 
ſtructed the increaſe of our felicity, as a collective 
body; the progreſs of our Sion; and introduced the 
oyer; who hath broke into our incloſure, and 
made a ſorrowful devaſtation among the flock and 
family of Gop. Where I ſee thus the danger of 
the hedge which the Lord in mercy made about us! ) 
being broke down; J eannot help expreffing my con- 
cern, and uſing my ſpeedy and vigilant efforts to 
prevent, as much as poſſible, the beginning and in- 
caſket fo gear ape #99 OI oe 


wo; 4 * 


Is there even a ſervant lad, or a ſervant girl that 


hath continued neglected, and their minds left to 


wander at will? I cannot but feel for them, with an 


earneſt deſire of informing ſuch, and drawing them, 


if poſſible, within the limits of the garden incloſed ; 


that they might enjoy the benefit and delightful af- 


ſurance of immortal happineſs, from their entrance 


þ Gen. iv. 6. 
into, 
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into, and continuance in well doing! Many fly 
from their own intereſt, forget the Gop that made 


them, and even account the blood of the covenant as an 
unholy thing, 7 for want of having their minds pro- 
perly centered, and their judgments duly enlrght- 
| _—_ ; and therefore it is all your duty, who are ad- 
vanced within the heavenly bounds, and are grown 
up into a capacity of ſervice, ſo faithfully to improve 
your talents, that ye may become inſtrumental, to 


enlighten their underſtanding, and to adminiſter to 

them a ſuitable degree of — health: not to ſay, 
0 | tif. ye love God, to love 
your brother alſo; to lead him within the heritage and 
limits of the incloſed garden; within the impregra- 


Am I my brother's keeper #7. 


ble defence, of | that city whoſe wwalls are ſalvation. 
Ik now nw well, friends, | that though my education 


was within the garden incloſed, yet I wandered-far 


from it; and in my departing, laid myſelf open to 
the enemy of my ſoul. I kept the worſt of company; 
I ſubjected myſelf to almoſt every temptation ; broke 
through the fence of the ſacred incloſure! trampled 


it under my feet! and when for a time I found the 


leaſt inclination to do good, evil was preſent with 
me! and I went on from one degree of it to another! 
my wickedneſs ſo far inereaſed with my diligence, 


that at length, alas! I beheld the ſtrong wall broken 
down! the garden wall deſtroyed! the mound left 


defenceleſs! and no hopes left of returning peace to 
my aMiQed ſoul! 1 


Oye, who are the hopes of theinex F 
the ſteps I have trod warrant me to — with, 


+} Heb. x. 29 


and 


TF 
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and to warn you of the moſt dreadful dan groof 1 
Or 


deviation, to which youth is too prone, for want of 


due and timely reflection, ſuitable to its vaſt im- 


portance; and the extreme difficulty of treading back, 


or extricating yourſelves from it, when the mind is 
once engaged and entered into the path of folly: 
believe me, now is your acceptable time; no is the 
day of the Logy's\ tender mercy afforded to you: 
flatter not yourſelves therefore with the hope of its 
being time maven that in ſome future part of your 


lives you will diligently ſeek him: now is your feed 


time; your hour of profitable diligence; and not in 
the decline of life. Life frequently is held by a 
moment of time! it paſſes, and man is no more ſeen ! 
All flaſb is graſs, and its: beauty as the flower: of the 


field; the graſs withereth, and the flower fadeth *. 


The grave, to which we are all haſtening, ought to 
be an early leſſon of ſerious inſtruction, founding 
the alarm in the ears of every youth; ſeeing it is 
frequently open'd to receive itz victims in the very 
bloom of life; and before the years draw nigh, in 
which, in the courſe of nature, tbey can take no plea. 
ſur 1. boaſt nat therefore thyſelf 2 fince 
thou knoweft not avhat a day nay bring forth; 4 but 
rather let the example of others teach thee the ab- 
ſolute neceflity of improving the preſent moments ; 
11 duly to reflect upon the imminent danger of 

elay. 34 7 Vas | 

If thy delight be not now within the garden in 


1 


elgſed, thou canſt not reaſonably expect hereafter to 
do works meet for repentance: || believe me, the even- 


* Ia. xl. 6.—f Eccleſ. xii. 1.—} Prov. zxvii. z,—| Acts 
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| ing hour will have its fill of work, even after dif. 
| — the duty of the moſt diligent day; though 


you n this neceſſary work immediately, thou wit 
not have a moment to ſpare when thy ſands of lift 
are haſtening to a cloſe, and thou art finally ap- 
pointed to tread the ſilent and ſolemn path of death! 


which is an hour that will, doubtleſs, bring with it 


a ſufficient employment to the moſt ſerious mind, 
— to the moſt affidnous improver of the _—_ tha 


1 7 


0 than ye beloved — that your — may 


be chus properly exerciſed to lay hold on the things 


that belong to your everlaſting peace! may you lay 
theſe reflections ſeriouſly to heart; and may their 
good effects demonſtrate that they have a powerful 


and proper influence upon your conduct, through 


the whole ſeries of your lives; that ye may finiſh 


your courſe with joy! and be crown'd in the end 


with For ry and immortality!” having faithfully an- 
ſwer d the boundleſs love of CaHrrsT to his church, 


whoſe peculiar relation to himſelf he expreſſeth in 
this endearing language, 4 garden incloſed is my Her, 
| 10 ener a 4 Jpring one up; a — 8 ay 
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_ kindneſs, and make mention of thy name, 
ina deep and awful ſenſe of thy mercy, which hath 
followed us from time to time, and moſt iouſly 
encouraged us, even to open our hearts before Thee! 


the Loxd of Heaven, and the whole earth! 


we were caſt apon racks, and there left in a deſti- 


tute and periſhing ſtate; when thou manifeſted th 


tender regard, ſtretched forth thy delivering hand, 


and fed and ſuſtained us by thy watchful Providence! 
Thou waſt pleaſed to look upon us in mercy, in the 
days of our temporal calamities! to reveal to us the 
ſaving arm of thy power, and to cauſe thoſe very 


calamities to turn to our ſolid advantage! Thou, 
who art encircled with light, didft enlighten” our 
darkneſs; gave us clearly to underſtand” the great 
things of thy law; ſuch of them as thou in thy wiſ- 
dom ſaw neceſſary for us. In the day of our utmoſt 
need, thou waſt pleaſed to a for us, and to ſpeak 


comfort to our afflicted ſtates! 

We earneſtly beg, that the grateful ſenſe of all 
theſe thine unutterably kind dealings with us, may 
be imprinted on our hearts in characters never to be 
obliterated ! What more have we to aſk, but that thou 
may ever continue to guide and direct us! that ſuch 


a ſenſe of thy unmerited mercies may be to us, as- 


often heretofore it hath been, an enlivening com- 


E approach thy preſence, O Father of infinite 


— 


\ B 
fort, and a ſtrong ſupport in the day of trouble: 
and we beſeech thee, O bleſſed Father to remember 

all in the like ſituation: ſend forth h light aud thy 
truth even amongſt thoſe who have never known, or 


have lon 2 thee. We pray thee, draw them 
into — uſe; plant them in thine incloſed, 
for ever beautiful and moſt excellent garden! their 
hearts becoming hereby powerfully inelined to attend 
with a fixed and unlimited ſubmiſſion, to the ſalu- 
tary diſcipline of thine omnipreſent, and unerring 
wiſdom! 3 n Be, (13.7 „ . 


ee e e ; HE ES STATE AUE 
If tkou ſee any caſt upon the bed of languiſhing, 
do thou be pleaſed, we humbly: pray thee, to afford 
them the viſitation of thy love: let thy divine con- 
ſolation be their continual attendant, whereby they 

be indued with perſect reſignation to thy 
a ee e e rev 1 


ad is ae ee, gt; e ieee i © ; 
O thou! that haſt poured. into our hearts, the 
freſh and' reviving ſenſe of thy unbounded love; ac- 
cept we beſeech thee, our prayers for. our own pre- 
ſervation, and the lifting up of our hands for one 
another, for the gathering together of many to thy 
ſelf; who art, and haſt been, the reſtorer of many 
that have been /cattered abroad, that have gone aſtray, 


being ſeduced by various temptations, from thy /a- 


cred truth, 


For thy great Name's ſake; for thy dear Son's 
ſake, and for the ſake of thy glorious cauſe of 
righteouſneſs! we pray thee, remember the offspring 
of thy people; incline and ſtrengthen them more 
and more, to turn towards thee ; and 7 run the fon 


\ 
that is ſet before them ; that in the places of the ho - 


nourable fathers, removed to thy kingdom, may 


ſucceed their ſons ;. ſteadily walking in their foot- 
ſteps, to the glory of thy name; that generation to 


generation may tell thy acts, and age to age pro- 


nounce thy goodneſs and marvelous power; who, 
through manifold tmpratians and trinls, preſerveſt 
ſpotted from the world, them who truſt in thee, and 
adhere to the dictates of thy grace! — 
Be with the people aſſembled here at this time; 
and in a particular manner with thoſe that are thine 


in heart, and dedicated to thy ſervice. Endue, we 


pray thee, with the ſpirit of ſound judgment, tho/z 


that fit in judgment; and ſtrengthen thoſe who are 


enliited into thine army, engaged under thy banner, 
and that turn the battle to the gate, that they may ſo 
act, and /o fight the good fight of faith, + as to lay hold 


on eternal lite! which thou art now, in this the day 


of thy mercy, freely offering unto all ! 


May the miniſters and ſtewards of thy word, 
cheerfully proceed in thy glorious cauſe, ſpeaking 


powerfully 1n wiſdom to all, that many may become 


through their calls, yet more and more. ardently 


inclined to liſten to the doctrine of thy Son, and to 


be inſtructed in thy law immediately from his internal 


voice in their own hearts. 


O holy and infinite Father of all our mercies ! 
grant we beſeech thee, that being preſerved in our 
ſtations, as thoſe who are ien with Chrif, our af- 


. feftions may be jet on things which are above, and our 


* Heb. xii. 1.—t 1 Tim. vi. 12. 
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life hid 3 Fell in thee our « cher that avher he 
awho is our ife . We 4 fo may 22 awith 
vim ing 4. —- 4 — — 
May all our faculties, and all that is within us, 
bleſs thy great and excellent name; may we perpe- The 
_ tually approach thy throne with confidence, to : 
thee the oblation of humble prayer, and gel 
praiſe and thankſgiving, now, henceforth, and for 
ever, world without end? Amen, 5 
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The following Diſcourſe was publicly delivered at Leeds, ' 
(ge 26th of the fixth Month, 1769. 


T is not in the gt of the letter. s or in unfcel- 

ing formality, but from the animating warmth ' 
of ol? | love, that J ſalute this aſſembly in theſe 
expreſſions ; ” 2 | 2 


The grace of our Lord Feſus Chr ft, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt be with you 
all always. Amen. N | | 

It is the conſtant language of that evangelical ſpirit, 

from which ariſes this tribute of Glory 10 God in the. 

higheſt, peace on earth, good-awill io men, f and which 

I am thankful to feel not reſtrained within leſs com- 

paſs than the bulk of mankind ; but zealouſly and 

ardently pointing towards all ſuch as profeſs faith in 
the Logp Js us CHRIs r, and a hope of ſalvation 

A . eee 

There is ſomething further couched in this af- - 

fectionate ſalutation, than the language of love; the 

language of Wiſdom. That wiſdom which is pro- 


fable to direct, ſeems to me very evidently an 
very eminently diſplayed by the Father of mercy 


* Rom. vii. 6. — + 2 Cor, xiii. 14. — f Luke ii. 14. — 
| Ecel, x. 10. — - 4 bs 
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ait i in theſe exprotioſls; which, by 4 
vine aſſiſtance, I would — 2 little to open, 


and to urge as words of ſome fgnification, unto all 


= 25 n uten] 
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ſuch whoſe minds are at times turned to contem- 


plate, and not only contemplate, but alſo to purſue, 
"i, 88 5 
| I. The grace of ur thi Tie Crip. 


eben language or: . form of, words, ſuffici- 
expreſſive, though raiſed. to the 


— 2 extent or beight of deſeription, for repre- 


ſenting the ado bs manifeſtations of heavenly 
kindneſs, ; goodneſs, condeſcenſion, and mercy, or 
for ex the things which proceed from the 
grace of our Lon Jzsvs CanrsT.; but it is allow- 


able to ſpeak whereof we know, according to the 


meaſure of knowledge; and to grit according to 


the : proportion of ſtrength given, what * now ſee 


in part, and what from experience we feel, of the 
mexciful kindneſs of Gon; and which, as we faith- 
fully follow his will, we ſhall hereafter more fully 


and comprehenſively behold.— This I apprehend is 


neceſſary for all, to whom a revelation of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion has been made hy means, of holy writ; 


and in an eſpecial manner, where He that. 1s 
diſcoverer of ſtates, has opened their underſtandings 
to believe the doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, 


and the ſacred records of that miraculous rant and 


en tha came bo: ee 8 


- But for my own part, I muſt. freely en 
there was a 12 of my pr in which I would lach 
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| have relieved myſelf from following the arduous 
vy turning aſide into the putie of 
ſcepticiſm and infidelity. My mind was ready to 


paths of feligion, 


allẽdge, as ſome at this time of day may be, He 

en we believe withont evidence? there is not a 
ei ſaffictent evidence of truth to convince my judg- 
* ment, or to induce me to believe.“ I know thts 
has been the allegation of ſome : but I have found 
there is no deficiency of evidence; but an unwil- 
lingneſs to admit the force of that evidence, which 
would properly influence the mind; and I have rea- 
ſon to apprehend this has been the cafe with others: 
for if there was à thorough ſubmiſſion, and diſpo- 
ſition of mind to receive the truth in thelove f it; 
to endeavour after it in its genuine fimplicith';/ to 


look at it with 3 and, if I may be allow - 
ed the expreſſion, to *. . or baniſh all the 


© buts and i; we ſhould ſoon find the evidence 
of the Chriſtian Region to be Hvely and incon- 
teſtable, and effectualſy to operate to make us wiſe 


and good ; wiſe, with the wiſdom that is to ſalva- 


tion; and good, with the goodneſs that is of Gov, 


„ 7 nl = ” * © 
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But whilt people take te; fel; aud ut of Gut, and 


ſuffer themſelves to be covered” e A covering,” and 
rot of tis Spirit, they are unwilling to admit the 


force of thoſe truths which would peru the preci- 


ons from the vile, n ro 10 hit word, 
While this is the cafe that many deviate in poin! 
of faith, they may complain of the want of evidence 


reſpecting the certainty and truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion; and complain with as much juſtice, as a 


* Tfaiah xxx. 15 4 


man 


[86 } | 


man who wilfully hides himſelf in darkneſs, com- 
plains of his incapacity of ſeeing. For we have 
ſuch an evidence and underſtanding imparted, by the 
light and grace of our Loxp Jzsvs Cuarisr, as 
. doubtleſs abundantly diſplays the immediate regard 
and loye of Gop, as recorded in holy writ ; and 
from which I freely acknowledge an internal illumi- 
nation zeceſſary, for all that would have valid claim 
to the Chriſtian Religion; whereby we obtain a 


firm, aſſurance, of, and a well-grounded belief in, 


- thoſe glorious truths. 4 Þ# FI 


FP 48:7 
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Me have ſometimes been accuſed of allegorizing 
away the important truths of the ner iti. 


as recorded in holy writ; it is far, very far, from 


our intention or inclination! We want to inforce 
them upon ourſelves, upon our brethren, with all 
that requiſite weight which commands their belief; 
calling to a belief of Heart, not a mere aſſent with 
the tongue; but @ belief of heart unto righteouſueſs.7; 


We have been diſtinguiſhed, and are not aſhamed 
of the diſtinction, for preaching Chrift awithing but 
we never preach a CRRISTH within, oppoſed to, or 
derogating from, a Chriſt without.——We fully be- 
lieve not only in his glorious and gracious appear- 


ance amongſt the ſons of men, as in the wolume of the 


"book it is «written ;* but we alſo believe in his inward 


and ſpiritual appearance, the ſecond time without fin 


ito ſalvation; + in which we are ſupported by a 
cloud of witneſſes, and by the doctrine of the holy 
Author of the Chriſtian Religion, inforcing his in- 
ward and ſpiritual manifeſtation, (the manifeſtation 


t Rom. x. 10.—* Heb. x. 7,—+ Ibid. in. 28.—h Ibid. xii. 2. 
| „ of 


e 


ing to indubitable truths, ſti 


27 ] 

of his grace) in as clear and. indubitable a manner, 
as from the teſtimonies delivered concerning his 
external appeancee . 

But the myſtery of ungodlineſs hath powerfull 

wrought with fond who — the Chritian — 
in oppoſition to the force of thoſe teſtimonies. with 
regard to his internal appearance, or manifeſtation 
of himſelf in the hearts of mankind ; and to render 
inadmiſſible the doctrine of an inward and ſpiritual 
communion, the revelation of light, life, and good 
to the ſouls of men, immediately imparted for our 
redemption and ſanctiſication.— This would lead 
people:home from the flowery paths of eaſe and ſpe- 
culation, into the arduous one of practice: it would 


transfer religion from the head to the heart; and, in 


its progreſs, would remove every obſtacle to the 
admiſſion of the doctrine of an inward and ſpiritual 
manifeſtation of the grace of our LoxD Jzsus 
CurisT. Ws, af. 


But there hath been a lamentable defection from 
the life and ſpirit of true Chriſtianity, wherein the 
old man, Als le the pomp of opinion, and aſſent- 
remains in full poſſeſſi- 
on of every inordinate love, and his goods are at eaſe. 


- 


A mind diſguiſed with Jacob's voice, and Efau's 
hands, ſound orthodox 2 with a ſchiſmatic 


heartz ingroſs the formaliſt of all names and diſtine- 
tions to religion; the old man being at eaſe with his 


goods, in a ſtate of ſelf-ſufficiency, either rejoicing 


under a form, and the falſe ſhade of opinion and re- 


gularity of conduct, or in the pomp of a ſpacious ex- 


ternal appearance; wherein ſome continue poſſeſſed 
of an happy tranquillity or eaſe of, mind, and are 
| endeavouring 


T8 
andeavouring to build up = tabernacle quiet and ſaſe, 
eontent with a form, ord nding 2 n a bare be- 
lief in the doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion. —Bot 
there is a work, whereby the ud earth and the l 
heavens are made to Halt, and muſt be removed; 
which is of the adorable 'mercy and grace of our 
Loxp Jesus CnrrsT, when he thus may reveal 


= . 
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al leude f Not only the earth, not only againſt 
the inhabitants of the earth; but the work of Gov 
is made conſpicuous in the awakening of the ungod- 
ly, for their converſion from ſin and death, unto 
1 and life. Ter once more will - ſhake 

av e-. lorious ſpecions appearances of truth, 
and doctrines — alen to, but yet not 
reduced to experience; truths: received and confeſ- 
'fed by the tongue, but the heart revolting from their 


Tier once more «will I Hale not the earth only, but alſo 
heaver. - And this word, yet once more, ſignifies 
the removing of thoſe things which are ſhaken. And 
undoubtedly the grace of our LoxD Jesus CRHRIS᷑, 
in its. manifeſtation, procedure, and effects, would 
fhake every falſe reſt in which any deluded ſoul may 
_ have. fixed its repoſe: He would ſhake every falſe 
reſt among thoſe under all names and diſtinctions to 
religion, who are truſting in æame and in form, with- 


out the power, or an experience of its virtual effects 


upon the ſoul; theſe all appertain to one family :— 
and not only fo, but he would ſhake every falſe reſt, 


+ Þ Heb. xii. 27. 
yea 


„ „ 2 2 == rH © My be Moy my 


.<e 1 © we; 2 NY 


LT 
yen and the eee of thoſe who are building 
upon a pmfaſion, and upon the Apoſtles zeflimony of 
2 Cnrrsr ;- becauſe they are — dullding up- 
on the crrdibiliq of thofe truths, yet cannot experi- 
mentally ſay, Through the grace of our Loxp Je« 
zus, Ne acknowledge truth, according to godlineſs.Þ. 


| They that are of the world, come here alſo to a 


bouſe fortified with opinion, and are ſupporting them- 


ſelves in having obtained a clear, full, and-conciſe 
knowledge of the truth of the Chriſtian Religion. 
But there is a power that will ſearch every yalſe for 
dation, and overturn every ſaperfictal dependence on 
human production, that is inconſiſtent with the uni- 
form tendency of his facred law, faſhioned upon the 
plan of unchangeable, everlaſting wiſdom. —lt is not 


of man, or by man, but proceeds from the grace of 


our LoxD JESUS CnrrsT; whereby thoſe truths are 
brought home to the hearts of mankind. © The gract- 
ous effects of his powerful working, are manifeſted 
to bring us home from a ſtate of falſe dependence, 
that we may humbly and experientially acknowledge, 
In Gad is my ſalvation, and my glory, the rock of my 

firength :* in God alone is my truft, 


But the firong man, armed with opinion and be- 
lief, has nevertheleſs been purſuing witiated affec- 
tions : which people have endeavoured to retain, and 
gloſſed over with a ſpecious lofty profeſſion; fully 
aſſenting to the truths handed forth from the experi- 
= oe others, but unreduced to practice in them- 
Yes. | 75 | | 


t Titus i. 1.—* Pfal. Ixii. 7. | | 
: | | White 
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. While the flrong man armed keeps the palace, the * 
things. that he pofſeſſeth are in peace: I until a fironger Pl 
than he overcome, and caſt him out with all his _— m 
All thoſe things that are inconſiſtent with the holineſs ct 
and purity of the divine nature, which are pointed fe 
clearly.out, and may be underſtood, by the declara- ta 
tion of our Loxp concerning the church, wherein M 
every plant that is not of my heavenly father's right hand ſa 
planting, fall be rooted out. What would then be- af 
come of all thoſe things, which a miſtaken judgment ſt 
calls , but lirrie things?” Of the pleaſures and th 
amuſements of the preſent age; invented by the ſons m 
of diſſipation, who add wings to their moments, and MW #4 
are carried forward with rapidity through time, un- 
prepared, to a final judgment? What a multiplicity bk 
of thoſe things 3 5 are not of rhe Father, but of the th 
avorld that lies in wickedneſs :* things of which I ſhall 6 
not now particularly ſpeak; but they are ſuch as have | 5 
no life in the 4% of the LoxD JESUS CHRIST in 4 
man, but are ever enemies to it, while the affections ev 
are earthly, and confined to this world, however the hi 
rtiality of deluded minds may think to ſeek a re- pl 
ource, and attempt to obviate the ſeeming rigours th 
of the goſpel, or find for themſelves an eaſier and ul 
more flexible way, by reſting upon a mere belief of = 
fem (the goods belonging to the ſtrong man armed) gl 
wherein they endeavour to ſupport themſelves, and "2 
are high in profeſſion, but weak reſpecting practice! | 
A ſpecies of deviation from the power of truth gr 
proceeding from the grace of our Loxp JESUS * 
CarisT, which would ſearch the ſecret of every ſe 
heart! It would open to the view cf the attentive th 
mind their nature, and the fituation they are in; P 
I Luke xi. 21.— Matth. xv. 13.—“ 1 John v. 19. ) b. 


what 
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what is of Gon, and what is not of Gop; what is 


pure, and what is impure: It would ever prove a 


more deciſive teſt in all our actions, a more certain 
criterion in our conduct through life, than it is to be 


feared the generality of Chriſtian profeſſors have at- 
tained, which it is abſolutely impoſſible for the 


ſtrong man armed to produce, with all his ſeemin 
ſanctity of the fleſh, or ſtrenuous ſupport of belief, 


and a multitude of external performances; notwith- 
ſtanding he may endeavour to plead for the laav and 


the. commandment,” amd think thereby to attain the 


mark of Cxs15sT's-followers; who walk therein all 


the days of their lives. REL | 
But although they n up thats minds, 


there is an omniſcient and omnipreſent Being, who 

cannot be deceived or impoſed upon; and it is im- 

| re to invalidate that invariable obligation to 
i 


ve under the power of the croſs of CHRIST, how- 
ever they may endeavour to find means, by profeſſing 
his name without taking up a croſs to the inordinate 
pleaſures and. purſuits of this world, or attribute to 


- themſelves the merits of his death, without a death 


unto fin, and a new birth unto righteouſneſs, where- 
in alone we are made partakers of an everlaſting 


. 


I becesch you by, the walt poweaful.motive of the 


grace of our Logp JESUS CHRIST, that every one 
may endeavour to cultivate in your minds a living 
ſenſe of religion; and that we may all experience 
the purity and ſanctity of its nature to operate in our 


hearts; and as members of one family, though diſ- 


tinguiſhed by various names, we may continue as 
brethren and fellow-pilgrims, in our paſſage through 
the 
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the wilderneſs of this world, to an endleſs glory ; that 
vue may run with patience the arduous race, although 

through diſtreſs of temptation and probation, to an 
are dom REES _— and that fadeth 
not away. 


I beſeech y ro iy rhe mercies of PE 6m, by ex every 
yo org in the langua of love, the love 
of Gop, which lives in my bea rt, lay bold of the 
grace of our Loxp Jzsvs Carr; by which alone 
our hearts and minds can experimentally acknow- 
ledge, that it is by the virtue of it we are cleanſed, 
purified, and redeemed from the pollutions and de. 
_ filements of the world; and whereby we become 
| _— in the i N of e and true ho- 
8. 5 


%y 


Let us next confider the grace. of oe” Lok 0) 
CurisT. as offered for our Redemption. —And 1 
| have no doubt of its being, acknowledged, by all 
who have any underſtanding of the nature of true 
Chriſtianity, or care about their immortal ſouls, that 
the grace of our Loxp Jzsvs CurisTt manifeſtly 
leads to the doctrine of Repentanc e from « dead works, 
and of faith tewards God; to 2 pen of the 
ſoul from death, hell, and the; rave; conſequently, 
from that flate of puniſhment | ue to ſinners, where 
the ungodly receive the reward of theirdiſobedience: 
—neitherhaveI any doubt of our being accompanied 
herein by a cloud of witneſſes, who feel the truth of 
the Chriſtian Reli gion, and know the force and au- 
thority of thoſe teſtimonies | concerning it, —And let 
us take along with us the knowledge which the 
Apoſtles and primitive believers had of the Chriftian 

. and doctrine in their times, that e 
| grace 


7 > | - 
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* race of God, that brings ſalvation, hath appeared to 

n 2 teaching us, that demying wngidlineſs, and 

«< vlaly lfte, aue ould live foberly, righteouſly, and 
godly, in this preſent aworld ; looking for that bliſſed hope, 
and glorious appearance, of the grace of God, through : 

A our — Jeſus Chrift, yr Eimſelf for us, that 

w he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify nnto 


himſelf a cnliar people, z-alous of works, } This 
= is the bo pr . propoſed by the goſpel, which 


commands our aſſent, and will remain obligatory 


4, rooghout all ages of. de Chritian dipenfnien. 


* But there has been a claim to redemption, intro- 
duced in the apoſtaſy from the Life of Religion, 
maintained amongſt profeſſors under various names, 
| who plead the impoſſibility of being redeemed from 
Y the power of ſin; —a redemption from the penalty, 
1 but not from the commiſſion ;—a redemption from 
the puniſhment, without a victory over the tranſ- 
Cl pay” ap nature: — and herein the myſtery of un- 
righteouſneſs hath powerfully 2 and ſtill 
1 works, thus to ſubſtitute names for things, ſounds 
of inſtead of ſubſtance; and a, profeſſion inſtead of a 
b lively eſſion of its powerful and virtual effects 
1 upon the mind. — But it is a redemption from a// 
„math. whereby alone he will purify unte himſelf a 


re | 


peculiar people, zealous of good works, : 


＋ 
F 5 Than ſoalt call bis name Jeſus, for he ſhall ſave his 


Y people from their fine.* From the worldly nature, 

aid from the corruptions and defilements in the 
8 world, —A redemption from the power of fin ;— 
wherein we are ſanRlified, and juſtified, in the fight 
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of God, and are prepared for an admiſſion into the 


Kingdom of heaven, as we are poſſeſſed of this effi- 
cacious redemption: It is like uni a little leaven, 


auhich a <woman tk and hid in three meaſures of meal. 


— It was ee and being diffuſed through the 


three meaſures of meal, there was a real, inherent 
change, or partaking of its own nature; —a change 
effected by the powerful diffuſion of that leavening 


virtue. 7 


This is the. redemption of Ius Carr ;—4 
redemption effected by the grace of our Loxp ]esvs 
CuRIS Tr. —iI]t conſiſts not in the ſtrength, or change, 
of opinions, or a formal conception but as we ex- 
perience a gradual progreſſion from glory to glory, 


and from one degree of fimilitude, or reſemblance 


of the Divine Image to another; until we atrain a 
victory here, and the conſummation of happineſs in 
a tue las,. HE, 00's c 


I apprehend this is the genuine nature of Chriſti- 
an redemption, as propoſed by the goſpel, which 
will and the teſt,' and bring forth the 3 
fruits of Rigbreaſucſi, Peace, and Foy in the Holy 


Ghoſt ; and wherein he will refine, and purify unto 


himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 


We are not to aſcribe or attribute to ourſelves any 
merit of avorks, as performed in the ſtrength of a na- 
tural underſtanding, or from any religious attain- 
ments; but ever to retain a eonſeiouſneßb of our ina- 


bility ; as knowing nothing belongs to us as crea- 
tures, but blyfing and con fuftum of face; f and that 


_ + Mat,'xiii.-g3.—t Dan. ir. 7. 
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aſſiſtance diſpenſed of his unbounded mercy and 
grace; as faith the apoſtle, It is by the grace of God I. 


am aubat I am; and his grace, which it in me, was not 
inwaing but I laboured more abundantly than they all; 
Jet not I, but the grace of Gad which is in ne. 


I have no doubt that many of your minds, under 


rarious names and diſtinctions to religion, have been 
at times touched with a feeling ſenſe of the nature and 


excellency of true Chriſtianity ; with a hg ſenſe of 
it, Peng from the our Lon p Jzsvs. 


CHr1sT.—May you /o follow on, as to experience a 


further progreſs in its efficacious operation upon your 


minds, and witneſs its leavening virtue into its own 
nature, drawing you from the temper and defilements 
of the world, by a transformation of your minds 
from dead works, to ſerve the living Gop !—wherein 
you would truly experience an increaſe in ſtrength, 
derived from him to whom all poauer is given, | pow- 


er to effect every excellent purpoſe, and fill up to you 


all thoſe relative attributes which are inſeparable 
from the divine nature; and wherein he is merciful- 


ly communicating an holy evidence of faith in the 


grace of our LoxD Jesus CHIIS T; a faith inthings 
wt ſeen, the ſubſtance of things hoped for. 1 


May we be enga in an humble dependence, and 


earth! continually contemplate him in his adorabl 


perfections, as the Father and Fountain of all our 
mercies ; and faithfully regard every part of our duty 


aweful worſhip, before the Gop of heaven 5 


in bringing glory to God, propoſed as the mark of re- 


1 Cor. xv. 10.— f Matth. xxviii. 18,—+ Heb. xi. 1. 
„ demption 
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demption and reconciliation, through the merits and 
mediation of a crucified Saviour ; who gave himſelf 
for us, that he 75 5 redeem us from all iniquity, and 


- purify unte himſelf a peculiar people, æeolbus of gud 
works, —In this manner we become members of his 
ſacred militant church on earth; and are entering 


upon the path to the triumphant church in heaven. 
| n {ES 


We were made a little lower than the angels, and 
intended to partake in the fruition of happineſs with 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, in the general 
aſſembly, of the firſt-born ſons of GOD. And I hare 
no doubr but he will {till beautify his footſtool by de 

ift of his grace, the grace of our Lonn Jtsvs 

RIS, proceeding from himſelf, the Author and 
Fountain of good, and of every perfect work, where. 
| unto we are called by his ſpirit, and become united 
in memberſhip with his ſanQtified church and family: 
o that having filled up the meaſure of our days in 
the world, we may finally receive the beatific reward 
of an endleſs life with the juſt of all generations. 


I have no doubt of the poſſibility of accgſi to the 
Father while cloathed with mortality, through the 
mediation and interceſſion ofour Loxd and Saviou 
Jesvs CHRIST. — hut it is as we admit his ſpirit to 


operate in our minds to prepare us for acceſs, and 


duly attend to the aſſiſtance afforded us. 


May the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you 
all, r you be ball up in his grace, and 
continue engaged in the contemplation of his adora- 


ble perfections! the infinite kindneſs and goodneſs of 
Gov! the excellency and purity of the Chriſtian 
nature! and, by a ſeparation from the world, obtain 


a well- 


ew ws » oe a oc oor ww oo... os 
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Yet FREE TS 7 an happy advancement n may 
be known, a ſtate of — watchfulneſs is our duty, 
and our ſafety.—I cannot join with the opinion of 
thaſe, who. maintain the doctrine of ace in grace, 
ever in grace. I believe. that it is poſſible for tha, 
who have been viſited with a meaſure and manifeſta- 


tion of the grace of our Lozxo ]zsus Caurisr, that 
have ehe go nnerd of Fiſts end of the pexuers of 


the awarld 4e come, 7, te fall away.—lt is neceſſary. o 
continue. ip a. ate of a pendence an diving, 
ſtrength, for our ſaithful perſeverance in the uniform 


progreſſive, labour of a Chriſtian life, and a daily 


walking with the Gon of our lives: to preſerve ug 
from evil.— Ihe apoſtle, who ſeemed to entertain a. 
requiſite difidenge with regard to himſelf, perceived 


the neceſſity of à continuance in the communion of 
grace, in order to a happy concluſion; and was cau- 


tious, while he was e to others, Himel, 

ſbould become a caſt. aauay. Let us therefore, not 

content ourſelves that we begin and run well for a 

keaſon ; but retain upon our minds a living ſenſe of 

rebgion, cloathed with native ſimplicity and purity, 

ars from ſhe 290-4 .of 4 LORD W 
RIS T. 
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He hath 2 nol us, and menitelled his] Inconceiv- 
able favoyr towards: us, that he hath not n 


| ü Hes. vi. 3.—l 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
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us according to our merits, but of his free and un- 
merited meried face that we might become heirs of an 
ta 


nce in glory! God fo loved the world, 

2 1 be ſen his own ſon into the world to be a light to the 
cb; 'a light to enlighten the "Gentiles, and to be his 
ſalvation 70 th ends of the earth.*—It is this heavenly 
love, the love of God, that is the grand and ſolemn 

cement of his family, both here and hereafter : 
wherein we are united to him, and in fellowſhip one 

with another. It binds all into an uniform en- 
cy. both in heaven and earth. Many other objects of 
our love are local and temporary, limited to time 
and place, or confined to this world, and to the 
things that are in it: but the love of Gov is an d. 
l/s commandment. -It is charity; that divine cha- 
rity, that will remain When teſtimonies ſhall ceaſe, 


and declarations come to an end ;—ina rapes 


whereof weſhall tilt continue to join in holy worſhi 
and adoration unto Gov, the vrhor of our ning: 


It is in the: eneymest af: this divine 110 — * 
— that the celeſtial inhabitants in the realms 
| ght receive the ſacred emanations of love, and 


nj we favour of Gon in a 2 w980ns of thoſe 


le pleaſures which it yields to the glorified aſ- 
fembly- ſaints in bliſs And, indeed, it ſeems to 
me to be the grand ſouroe of all h pineſs and duty; 
5 ineſs in heaven, as well as perieR ection of wiſdom 
o the ſons of men, derived from thoſe gracious re- 
lative attributes of the divinity wherein he is merci- 
fully communicating the eſſential part of his own na- 
ture, being, in himſelf, ltogether lovely, 1 conſum- 
mate in the perfection of holineſs, and Tuaparatleled 


* Acts xi. 47,—7 Cant. v. 16. : 
9 in 
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every mind will a 
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in wiſdom !—wherein we are ſometimes - favoured 
with the fruition of his love, meaſurably imparted, 
to our comfort and unſpeakable joy, -infinitely ſupe- 


_ rior to all that this world can afford, and which will 


remain, when the elements /ball melt with ferwent heat, 
the earth alſo, and the works that are therein, Gall be 
burnt uþ 1{— The grace of our Lox D Jzusus CHRIST, 
and the love of Gop, will then open unto the ſoul 
that glorious proſpect of unutterable, inconceiyable 


happineſs,..which is the proviſion, of Gop for the 


- 7 


igkteous, and thoſe who faithfully perſevere to a 
peaceſul and happy cone luſiou. 


It is by virtue of the grace and love of Gop, that 
we are enabled to advance in a proper progreſſion 
through the various ſteps of a religious life; and 
which would kindle. aa ardour of affection in the 
mind, with, deſires for a continued : ſupply of that 
heavenly virtue, which nouriſhes the ſoul up unto 
eternal life.—A want of his, makes us bow to the 
god of this world, and to things that are in it. The 
ove of money, riches. and the praiſe, of men; 
which with various powers of ſeduction are preſented 


to our view, and our proſpects are bounded by the 


narrow conceptions of an earthly mind.— It is a 
love of thoſe things, which obſtructs the progreſs of 
religion. A ſeeret deviation from the love of God 
to 2 love of this world, has prevailed in many.— 
But how can it be otherwiſe, ſince like will ever aſſi- 
milate with its like? And while the body. is terreſ- 
trial, the glory is terreſtrial, and the body will con- 
tinue engaged in the, purſuit of earthly things. For 

ttend to its ſimilitude.— And while 


t 2 Pet. iii. 10. 
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an experience of additional ſtrength, ſteadily to 4 
| ſevere in the arduous warfare of a Chriftian li 
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the body is terteſtrial, the glory will rain terreſtri- 


al, however it may aſſume to matters of a higher na- 


ture, and ſuperior importance. Yet while the g/ory 
is earthly, our ee and confined to the 


pleaſures and purſuits of zhis world, our affe#ions are 
earthly, and we are rendered incapable of har love, 


which is of a divine and heavenly nature. 


A terreſtrial love preſides and is prevalent in the 
minds of many; which has obſtructed the power of 


truth, and been the cauſe of feeble purpaſes and feeble 
efforts, enfeebled mind: with irreſolute intentions, and 


proved the occafion of a defection amongſt Chriſtian 


profeſſors, who have been defirons to form ſomething 


more atniable and agreeable, or better adapted to 
their natural inclinations.—But there is a deficiency 


in their owe, a wavering in gffection, a diviſion of 


love, which is the cauſe of weakneſs and incapacity to 
make a proper advancement in a Chriftian life, or 
improvement in the progreſſive work of religion u 

on the ſoul. For, as I have hinted, while the daly 
is terreſtrial, the glory is terreftrial, until we are cre- 
ated anew in CHRIST Ixsus, unto righteouſneſs; 
wherein our minds will become cloathed with a cele/- 
tial glory, and by the power of divine grace, be ſet 


above every earthly love: And then the love of 


Gop will prevail in our minds, and we ſhall attain 


fe. 
And the glory being celeſtial, our views are circum- 


| ſcribed within the limits of an Heavenly love, wherein 


we are lifted up to Gon, being renewed in the ſpirit 
of our minds, and enabled to travel on towards the 
glorious city of the ſaints ſolemnity. 
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But it is à deficiency of love, it 1s a cleaying to 
other things, inconſiſtent with the purity of the di- 
vine nature, that has {lain ten thouſands A ſecret 
defection — ow —— human eye hath been 
privy to, has flain more than open prophanity -A 
5 — of heart, a ſecret Gem from the cove- 
nant of life, in thoſe who are turning afide into the 
path of irreligion, and a mental deviation from the 
- purity of nature, and holineſs ; the neceſſary requi- 
3 an union and divine participation in the love 
5 „ $3 155% $23 53971597 7 wt gry „ 34570 


+ I think it is faid with very great propriety, that 
The love of money is the root of all. evil; awhich awhile 


us 


ſome have luſted after, they have erred from the faith, 


and pierced themſelves through with many ſorrews.7— 
But though it may ſeem to many not needful to tell 
of theſe things, methinks it is applicable to ſome in 
' theſe days who would be deemed mer of God; and for 
whom I wiſh, as for myſelf, that when the heavens 
ſhall roll back as a ſcroll, and eternity ſhall open up- 
on us, when our views of theſe lower object thall va- 
niſh and dif; , when the arch-angel's trump ſhall 
found to judgment, and a righteous retribution js 
made, we may be /oxnd men of Gop !—But O manof 
God, that haſt bee things in view, think on the un- 
utterable proſpect of infinite happineſs, the reward of 
obedience, and fee the/e things. Flee the glory and 
ſplendor of this tranſient. world ; continue to follow 
after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, patience, 
meekneſs; fight the good fight of faith, lay hald on 
eternal life, whereunto thou art called, and haſt pro- 
feſſed a good profeſiion before many witneſſes, 
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This is che language of the love of Gop to this 
aſſembliy, that we may be ſand Men e Gad, when 


all the glory of this world, wich its ſplendor and 


dependencies; ſhall come to a coneluſton; that when 


every human aid ſhall vaniſh, and no worldly aſſiſ- 


tance 1s near, the love of GoD may cover our ſpirits 
in all our trials; that when every human help is to- 
5 — — we may continue to feel the effects 
of his merey and goodneſs happily to ſpread in our 


minds, to their edification and unſpeakable joy.— 


Herein we receive a divine evidence of love, com- 


municated from that boundleſs ſource of unutterable 


grace wherewith he has viſited us, in order to duell 
in our hearts, or chat he may dwell in ur richly. 
— And thus we are brought to diſeern the beauty of 
holineſs, the uniformity of love, to open the mind 
beyond the contracted view of human powers, into 
the glorious fruition-of divine eſſential love; the love 
of Gop, that would thus dwell in our hearts and 
minds; and then we may witneſs him to be auith xs 


all, always. Amen. He will be a light to our paths, 


and an aid at hand, while we are travelling through 


the various difficulties and probations in life. May 


the ſhepherd of Ifracl, <vho ſleeps not by day, nor ſlum- 
bers by night, attend you! and may we place our 


whole dependence upon him, as our ſupport and all- 


ſufficient ſtrength in every needful time! 


And dearly-beloved youth! you that are entering 
upon the ſtage of active life, be ever vigilantly con- 
cerned to improve the preſent moments, and that 
you may build beyond the habitation of ſorrow; that 
all the high places may be removed; and your minds 


become repleniſhed with true conſolation.—And as 


you are not always to expect one uniform joyous 
| | | ſcene, 
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ſoene, but clouds of darkneſs ſometimes interrupt 
the proſpects of pleaſure, in your pil rage through 
life, prepare your minds, Wot wo yl 2avouring 
after the love of Gop; wait to know, in vour- 
ſelves, the unſpeakable advantage of his heavenly 
aid and aſſiſtance, offered to conduct you through 
the various ſcenes of mortality, to the righteous and 
awful: preſence of the Judge of heaven and earth; 
which will continue to ſuſtain you, when no | 
conſolation can afford relief ; even when your of- 
fences appear as a flood, ſurrounded with temptation 
and diſtreſs, and you are ready to cry out, who /oall 
deliver me from ibe awrath of an offended,Creator / In 
this ſtate of anxious ſolicitude, your heavenly Fa- 
ther is mercifully pleaſed: to ariſe, and adminiſter 


relief to ſuch, who are thus hungering and thirfling 


after righteouſneſs; and the cup of life and ſalvation 
1s handed to their comfort, from the glorious Helper, 
that in his ſtrength you may be enabled to ſtand un- 
- ſhaken in the troubleſome time And it is to theſe 
he waits to be gracious; a helper at hand, from whom 
proceeds every power to aſſiſt, and every attribute 
of . mercy, kindneſs, goodneſs, and adorable. con- 
deſcenſion, are graciouſly diſpenſed. to the. ſons of 
men, — are eſtabliſned in righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs. U i lg at. ds +: 


H touches the mountains, and they meli: every ob- 
ſtruction that would hinder the progreſs or advance- 
ment of this divine, eſſential, eficacious work of 
redemption upon the ſoul, muſt be removed; every 


unavailing connection muſt. give place to the ties of 


an ardent and ſanctifed love. 


{ 04 |] 


1 He — — eee and they melt ; the ener- 
Ming bills, they bow at his preſence. * In his mere 
ker eee erience the removing of thoſe things, — 
7. * or prevent an increaſe in the knowledge of 
God, or of the things appertaining to our everlaſt- 
ing peace; in order that the exereiſed pilgrim in 
His _ may receive additional ſtrength, to run 
with alacrity the race of a Chriftian life, and finally 
_ attain an happy union with the ſons of the morning, 
who fing together for joy. 


Ik᷑t is the glorious benefits proceeding from the 
love of Gon, which J earneſtly — that the 
youth, of all names and diſtinctions to religion, 
may carefully ſeek, and avail yourſelves of, that He 
may be with you through the various ſteps of a pro- 
bationary life. And though you may ſometimes 
have to travel in the exereiſed path of temptation 
and anxious diftreſs, continue in Bube, and you will 
feel his 1): to ariſe in your hearts, and witneſs an 
inward reſurrection unto 1%; that life that will 
never fade, but will remain when every tender and 
lawful connexion can no longer comfort, but muſt 
ſoon be diſſolved, and the 1 one for ano- 
ther ſhall be ineffectual to deliver. All the tender 


connexions in life are but of uncertain duration, 


and upon them all this inſcription is wrote, They 
ſhall ſhortly periſn; but the Love of 'Gop never 
Fades :—it is continued from generation to genera- 
tion, and will remain when time ſhall be ſwallowed 
up in eternity: It is this wherein we taſte of the 
goothieſt of Gov, and are made to drink the cup of 

ife and ſalvation, and have to rejoice in the un- 
NN fruition of happineſs it affords to the ſanc- 
nfied in heart, who in future time, as well as the 
| | preſent, 
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preſent, will have to ſay, Spring up, O well, and aue 
will ang unto bee; it will remain an enduring por- 
tion to the ranſomed in Jacob, and to the redeemed 
in Iſrael; and will be an excellent comforter in the 
time of probation and exerciſe, through the ſilent 
ſteps of anxiety and ſecret diſtreſs, known to none 


le knows all things, by whoſe merciful aid we 
are ſuſtained through 2he regions of the ſhadow of 
death, when every unavailing relation or human 
dependency ſhall difappear and come to an end. 
What er can ſuſtain us, but the love of Geo 
It is that which covers the head in the day of battle; 
and which I would recommend, with a fervent af- 
fection, to you who are the hopes of the preſent 
age, that you ardently endeavour after the love of 
Gov, that will never decreaſe with age; it enlarges 
upon the mind, and is inereaſed with an increaſe of 
love: it proceeds from the throne of Gop, and 
ſpreads from the threſhold of his houſe : it is con- 
tinued through the courts of his ſanctuary, and 
reaches to the uttermoſt part of the earth; and is as 
2 river, the fireams whereof make glad the whale heri- 


tage of God. 


All the beauty and ſplendour of the world will 
fade; and the excellency of temporal enjoyments, 
which are the portion of uncertainty, ſhall ſhortly 
know their time and place no more: but the love 
of Gop, flowing from Himſelf, returns the 
ſanctiſied ſoul as a river that never L 
ceeding from the inexhauftible Source of Love: it 
ſpreads through the various ſtates of mankind, and 
is diffuſed throughout the ſpiritual creation Ow 
* | , n, 
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Son, unlimited as eternity A 


feel upon my mind for this 
dency that _ 3 that He may 


ee of which I 
„ with an ar- 
be awith 
you all, Amen J For the love : of Goo, 
imparted to - ſan&tified foul, and a' portion of the 
Holy Gholt, and. divine in communion, 
hath been ſuch as ce hath ur feen, nor ear heard; 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive 
hes; 
I. 


. «The of our Lord Chrift, ohe be 
"of God, dhe . . 


' This is the bond that binds, and whine we are 
united to Gop, and know it to be a well ſpringing 
up unto eternal life—It is not in external helps, 
nor in the of words, neither is it in the 
conſent of octrine, or in fine-ſpun _ ſyſtems, 


to conſtitute a communion of the Holy G But it is 
as we are admitted to a ſacred repaſt in the divine 
bamuetting houſe, (wherein we offer the oblation of 


3 a cloud of incenſe, * from hearts 
— 79a y the grace of our Loxp Jzsus ChRisr, 
the love of Gop), that we are advanced to a 

divine communion of the Hol x Gnosr. A com- 
munion not reſtrained to any diſtinction or profeſſion 
of but extended to all ſuch as experience an 
union 8 fellowſhip i in ſpirit, wherein they are 
ſometimes lifted up to the Father of ſpirits, and 
enabled to approach Him in ſpirit and in truth; 
which has often been ſealed with the love and ap- 
tion of God, in à divine manifeſtation of 

is kindneſa and neſs to men; who eat that 


| 0 is god, and delight themſelves in fatneſs, bein 
| tenewe 
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renewed in the ſpirit a ainds; and enabled 
an arge pee auen, uren X 


In this communion, this e his incon- 
ceivable communion, many have found. their Prength 
to. be reneaved, and their hearts engaged in the ſolemn 
worſhip of SO of their — 
communion i in its nature May thoſe. 
minds, who have attained this 5 experience, 

continue therein in all humility and purity ! | 


It is a communion in /#rit, wherein the ſanctiſied 
ſoul approaches the author of ſpirits with a ſacrifice 
in ſpirit, when the ſacrifice of words ſhall fail.— | 
For there is a communion which language cannot 
expreſs! A worſhip that wants not the aid of av! 
nor 1s to be defined by an harmony of ſounds, in 
_— we approach the ' cred author of unutterable 

ove 


When there was filence in heaven for about the Hure | 
of half an hour ; when the vocal tribute of holy, boly, 
oo the hallelujahs of ſanRified ſpirits in end- 
bh: felicity were ſuſpended, their auoh continued 
in awful, holy, * inconceivable 1 LENCE! It 
was a ra s adoration, too copious for langua 
to = a cloud of incenſe, — the — 20 
immaculate purity and love! — May our minds be 
ered to it, let our name or profeſſion to religion 
what it may! and may we experience this divine 
communion of ſaints, and deeply der God's 
unbounded love, in ſolemn filence ! For there is no 
power of eloquence can ſufficiently acknowledge the 
obligation and reverence we owe His Infinite Ma- 
Jeſty, whe fills heaven and earth with his glory and 
goodneſs '— : 
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goodneſo l But let us look: up. unto him, and wait 
to be prepared for it ;—ſor they that wait upon the 
Lord ſhall renew their firength ;—wherein we may 
bes 9.7 ora a conſtant advancement bee grace to 
grace, until we attain the glorious end propoſed 
his lively animating ſalutation (which I wiſh 10 
you as for myſelf) 7 he grace of our Lord —— 
' the Lowe of Ged, and the communion of the Gh, 
be nwith you all, always. Aen. 


I 


Th 


[ 199 J 


The follewing Diſeanſe wwas delivered gt Horfleydown,, 
 Southewark, London, the 19th of the eleventh Month, 
1769. | 5 | 


A Solemn ſummons, which the Almighty gave 
through his prophet Joel, to a yn om 
he had owned above all the families of the earth, at 
a time when they had revolted and departed from 
him, has been revived in my mind, with an appre- 
henſion that the ſame authority requires the repub- 
lication of it in this day, to a people likewiſe highly 
favoured of Him, and who have 1n like manner 
departed from their firſt love. EO TT” 


emn aſſembly ; gather the people, ſanfify the congre- 
gation, aſſemble the elders, gather the children, and 


Er the trumpet in Aas, ſanctiſy a faſt, call a 


thoſe that ſuck the breaſts : let the bridegroom go forth A 5 
his chamber, and the bride out of her chſet: let th 

priefls, the miniflers of the Lord, weep between the 
porch and the altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy people, 
O Lord ! and give not thy heritage to reproach, that the 


| heathen ſhould rule over them: wherefore ſhould they 
Jay among the . Where is their God ? Then will 
2 


the Lord be jea his land, and pity bis people. 


As I am about to conclude, perhaps finally con- 
clude, my labours among you in this quarter, I 
would query with ſome, with many that are preſent, 
whether they have not heard intelligibly the ſound 


+ Joel ii. 15, 16, 17, 18. . 
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of the trumpet, calling them with a degree of certain- 
ty to ariſe and prepare themſelves for the battle? 


My brethren and ſiſters, among whom [ have been 
conſtrained inthgorerflowings of the Father's love to 
labour in a private.capacity, breaking, I hope I may 

ſay, alittle bread from houſe to houſe; the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel has been preached among you, with all 
the force of pathetic energy, with all the tenderneſs 
af divine compaſſion : let it not be ineffectual. The 
ſpel meſſage has been delivered with ſuch indubita- 
ble clearneſs, that your judgments have been convin- 
ced; you have aſſented to the truth as it is in I xs us: 


ſuffer not the ĩmpreſſion ĩt has made upon your minds 


to be ſpeedily eraſed. . 
Far, very far, be it from me to think highly of 
myſelf, to exalt the officer, the miniſter ; I would not 


that you ſhould hold any man's perſon in eſtimation; 
I am deeply ſenſible, that to me belongs bluſhing and 


confuſion of face: but I magnify mine office, and 


the power of Him who has ſeen meet to expploy me 
therein. I would endeavour to exalt in your view, 
the adorable condeſcenſion and goodneſs of the great 
Author of all our_mercies, in that he has cauſed the 


trumpet to be renewedly ſounded in your borders: 


hear its important meſſage with ſuitable attention; 
let it rouſe and prepare all the ranks of the armies of 


our Iſrael, to engage in the glorious cauſe of our 
ghte 


God: let the daughter of our Zion ariſe from the 
bed of indolence, from the-lethargic ſtupor of a fa- 
tal forgetfulneſs, from all the deadening, benumbing 
ratifications of ſenſuality, and ſhake herſelf from the 
Joft of the earth, that ſhe may come up to the help of 
him who hath called her with an high and holy call- 
N ing. 


| E | 
ing. The trumpet is blown in her ſtreets, and the 
alarm has been heard by all: Oh! let not its language 
be rendered unintelligible by the multiplicity of tri- 
vial things, that too much abſorb the minds of many. 
I am fully perſuaded, that the gracious viſitation of 
humbling melting goodneſs has been afreſh extended 
to individuals preſent, in, I had almoſtfaid, a very 
memorable manner; nor will I recall the expreſſion, 
for if it be not treaſured up in your remembrance now 
for your profit and advantage, it will be memorable. 
in that awful period, when every neglected mercy 


will appear deeply engraven in a dread hand-writing. 


on the wall againſt us. Let me, therefore, tenderly 
entreat you, with all the warmth of unutterable af- 
fection, as a brother, as a fellow-pilgrim mg the 
viciflitudes of time, to the unmixed joys of an happy 
eternity, that you will no longer neglect the offers 
of mercy, or turn a deaf ear to the reproofs of in- 
firafton,” - - 4641 + 91 F 


I feel my mind covered with that boundleſs love, 


that wiſhes, that ardently deſires, you may, indeed, 


be wiſe for yourſelves; for although I may be defici- 
ent in many qualifications of a 22 miniſter, I am 
not wanting in that pure, diſintereſted love, which 
ſeeks not yours, but you unto the Lo ũðppp. 


Blau the trumpet in Zion, ſauatiſy a faſt. 
If we were but enough actentive to the ſound of 


the trumpet, we ſhould ſee the abſolute neceſſity of 
this ſanctiſied faſt, a faſt from every one of theſe de- 


lufive pleaſures and ſlaviſn attachments, that render 


the mind inſenſible of good. + -- | | 


11 
Call a folems affembly. 


This branch of the ſummons, ſome may ; think, be- 
longs only to a few, and we have no ſhare i in the du- 

it enjoins. I confeſs J am not of that opinion; I 

ink every individual has a ſhare 1 in the anfirctuan 
pn, womb in it. 


Call a folemn a 165 on active ones! ſtop a 
while in your ſwift career; make a ſolemn pauſe; 


- ſtand collected from every object that can gratify or 


delight the ſenſual labour diligently to afſem- 
ble the powers and faculties of — that they 

may be ſanctified by Him who gave them. 1 believe f 
there is no uſeleſs, dead, inactive member in the 
church of Gop ; and thoſe who can thus aſſemble 
the collected atfention of a redeemed mind, devoted 
to the divine will, thoſe have an undoubted right, 
from the higheſt OT to call a Holy convo- 


cation. 


We ean do nothing nin the truth, but for 
« the truth,” was the language of ſome formerly, 
who had indeed} ſanRified an acceptable faſt. I muſt 
deſire that thoſe who, perhaps, cannot be ſo active 
in promoting this glorious cauſe among the ſans of 
men, as ſome who are called into more — ſta- 
tions in the church, may by a eireumſpect care, over 
all their words and actions, ſee that _ do m_—_ 
againſt the truth. 


Call aue, ofemby, gather the pl 


- Wow ſcattered are many of the ee this 


err, 2 indeed, as ſheep without a on 
her 


Cu 1 
herd; diſperſed up and down, in the dark vale of 
inſenſibility, and ſelf- forgetfulneſs; many upon the 
barren mountains of an empty profeſſion; loſt to all 
religious fellowſhip ; N with that holy 
union, in which is the bond of peace. How many 
are the careleſs I have met with amongſt you, who, 
alas! it may be ſaid care for none of theſe things? 
O, you elders! who might have been as pillars in 
the Loxp's houſe. You delegated ſhepherds, who 
might have adorned the firſt ranks in the armies of 
our Iſrael, if you had not ſitten down, and taken up 
a reſt ſhort of thoſe glorious abodes, which are pre- 

pared: for them who ſteadily perſevere in the line of 
divine appointment. To you the call is, 


Gather the people, 


A I my brother's keeper p Let it ſuthce for me that 
I lock to myſelf}, and that my own family is in tole- 
rable order, is a language that too much prevails. 
But oh! that you had the cauſe of Gop more at 
heart ; that you were more engaged to gather the 
people, that you might, with a fatherly care, over- _ 
look thoſe.whoſe minds at preſent reſemble the bar- 
ren deſart, the uncultivated wilderneſs ; that you 
might comfort and encourage thoſe who tread the 
gloomy ſcenes of an adverſe allotment, as it were cut 
out from every joy, and alive to every painful ſenſi- 
| bility. How would it comfort many of theſe if an 
experienced friend was now and then to drop into 
their families, and at times ſpeak a word in the 
openings of divine wiſdom, ſuitable to their ſereral 
ſtates? I believe it would be a great means of gather- 


+ Gen. iv. 9. = 
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in the people. Why ſhould your care be circum- 
abel iche the narrow —9— families, 
although they might be well regulated; but you 
might be more extenſively uſeful 1f thus er 1 in 
the care of the houſhold of Gov : I am perſuaded 
that the divine Being would be over you, and a 
bleſſing would attend your labours. It is not a time 
for us to dwell unconcerned in our ceiled houſes, 
when the houſe of Gop lies waſte. We have many 
of us the ſame tender connections as you: I have my- 
ſelf the ſame endearing attachments as ſome of you ; 
the ſame ties of domeſtic love, as ſome of you; 
not leſs attentive to every relative and ſocial duty, 
than ſome of yon : my nature is not harſh; my 
principles much leſs ſo; yet I am made willing to 
leave all to come and labour with you, if ſo be I 
might be inſtrumental to rouſe any to a more arduous 
purſuit of their everlaſting intereſt : and I can freely 
acknowledge with humble thankfulnefs, that I never 
more fully experienced my peace to flow as a river, 
never could with greater joy ſay, Return, O my foul ! 
fo the place of thy ren; for the Lord thy Gol hath dealt 

 bowtifully duith thee,* than when I have been thus en- 
gaged in extenſive private lahoars, —_— the ſick, 
reviving theforrowful, encouraging the diſconſolate, 
ſtrengthening the weak, watching over and carefully 
admoniſhing the giddy, uncautious youth: and I 
donbt not but you would have the words of peace 1n. 
your own boſoms, if, as heads of the ſociety, you 
were more often this employed in endeavouring to. 
gather the people. | 


- Senfify the congregation om, affenble the elder. 


* Pſalm cxvi. 7. 


have 


„„ 
I hare been deeply concerned to ſee ſome of the 
elders fo deficient in filling the line of divine appoyyt: 
ment: if they were more engaged to aſſemble under 
the holy influence of that power in which they ſhould 
move, they would many of them be commanded. to 


Bla the Irampes is Zion. 

But I know of 10 ſtate harder to ſpeak to, more 
difficult to reach, than that of an elder, whole mind 
is overgrown by the earthly nature. | 

O carth, earth, earth! hear the word of the Tod. 


1 do not recollect any other inſtance, in ſacted 


writ, where attention is demanded in a ſimilar man- 
ner. Q earth, earth, earth! thus thrice repeated, 
plainly ſignifying the great difficulty there is, in 
reaching. to thoſe, who, as it were, are buricd in 
earth, whoſe minds are fixed in it. 


Gather the children. 


You that have the riſing youth under your care, | 


let me call upon you, let me intreat you to—gather 
the children. Gather them from all the bewitching, 
enticing allurements of the world; gather their at- 
tention to that of Gop in their own minds. O, 
how have [I ſecretly mourned to ſee the poor children 
fa ſorrowfully neglected, fo yninzrucjed, ſo much 


eſtranged from that holy, divine principle, which 


would exceedingly beautify and enrich them ! bur, 


alas! how few parents are rightly qualified to teach 


fler. xxil. 29. bei 
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1: 286 ] | 
their children the law of divine love, to inftill into 
their tender minds proper ſentiments, - to- cultivate 


upon them thoſe impreſſions that would be of ever- 
lating adyantage ; and if the children, when the 


idus viſitation of the Father of mercies moves 
upon their hearts, warming and animating them 
with the love of virtue, raiſing the ſecret feb, 
| begetting deſires after heaven and holineſs : I ay, 
if the children ſhould then aſł the negligent parents, 
what is this. ſecret ſomething whic ? feel; this 
principle which impreſſes my mind with the love of 
virtue? what is it, what value ſhall I ſet upon it? 
How then can you give them ſuitable inftruftion ? 
You cannot teach them obedience to its ſacred dic- 
tates, when your example ſpeaks a — e quite op- 
poſite. O, why ſhould the ſea-monſter be brought 
againſt you? Yhe ſea-monſter draweth forth the breaſt 
to the young, but the daughter of my people is becoms cruel, 
at the oftrich in the avilderneſs, that leaveth her eggs in 


the ſand, to be hatched by the beams of the ſun, and can- 


dereth not that the foot of the paſſenger may cruſh lem. 
The daughter of on 4 hee tender off- 
ſpring to the uncertainty of being accidentally bene- 

ted, or, I ſhould rather ſay, to the mercy of Goo, 
unaſked, unſought, expoſed to all the dangers of a 
_ dreary wilderneſs. unaided, unaſſiſted by the care 
of a natural parent ; the tongue of the ſucking. child 
cleavelb to the _ of its mouth for thirſt ; the children 


aſe bread, and there is none in many families to break 


it; they want to be nouriſhed by the ſincere milk 
of the word : but, alas! _ | 2 0 


, The daughter of my people is become: cruel. .. 


0 = x 
+ Lam, i. 3.—“ Ibid, iv. 4. 


and 


O, you 


„„ 
O, you parents! ye delegated ſhepherds ! what 


account will you have to give when the Lord of the 


whole earth ariſeth to make inquiſition for blood? 
Bear with me, my dear friends; flattery and ſmooth 
tales may pleaſe fools, but they will not pleaſe Him, 
whom I deſire to ſerve in the goſpel of his Son. All 
that is within me is moved while I thus earneſtly 


_  expoſtnlate with you, on the behalf of the dear chil- 


| dren; ſuffer me to entreat you for God's ſake, for 
your own ſoul's ſake, and for the ſake of the cauſe 
of- truth, : Eo 1 We | 


© Garber the children, andthefe thes fork the broafty, 


- - Thoſe who arediingreliemibieas with the weakly 
conſolations, with the intoxicating pleaſures and 


amuſements of a degenerate age; wean them from 

theſe delights, gather them- to the knowledge of 

themſelves, to a ſenſe of the mercies that are offered 

them, by the great Author of mercies, ancient and 
new. ; 5 | 


man made his eſcape, —was the vain excuſe of the of- 


 ficer, to whoſe cuſtody a certain captive was com- 
| mitted, with the charge, Take care of this man till [ 


come, and if thou let him go, thy life ſhall go for his life. * 
No plea of other e e mg nor even want of 
ability to diſcharge our 

will ſtand us in ſtead, if, when the Almighty queries 
with us, What haſt thou done with thoſe lambs I 
left under thy care in theWvilderneſs, thoſe tender 
offspring I gave thee in charge? Wehave, through 
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3 1 Kings xx. 39, 40. 3 2 
8 b neglect, 


While thy ſervant wvas bufied hither and thither, the 


uty-towards our offspring, - 


18 ] 
negle&t 
for his or her life. I ſaid want of ability, becauſe 


J affuredly believe, that want of ability will be fo 


far from a palliation of our erime, that it will ra- 
ther increaſe our condemnation. Can we plead want 
of ability to him, who is always ready to furniſh us 
with it, if we are but willing ta receive it at his 
hand? I am of opinion, with refpe& to many of our 
youth, that if they had been properly inſtructed, 
and carefully watched over; if they could have ſeen 


the beauty of holineſs ſhine in the example of their 


rents, they wauld not have gone out fo widely as 
— haye. O, you parents of beck: ſexes! an 1m- 


portant\duty is required of you. Example your 


children in the practice of you Example ſpeaks 
louder than precept ; its influence is far more exten- 
five; and while on the one hand, you are excited to 


a faithful diſcharge of your duty tawards them, by 
the certain hope of a glorious reward; ſo on the 


other hand, the powerful ties of natural affection, 
the warm ſolicitude for the happineſs of thoſe you 
love, muſt ftir you up to diligenee in the work and 
ſervice appointed you. | ES N= 


= Gather the children. 


If, after your attentive care has been employed 
for their preſervation ; if, after the forcible voice 
of — you have called them to the perfeRing 
of holineſs in the fear of. Gon, they will go, they 
will turn aſide, into the bye-ways and ereoked paths 
of fin and iniquity; they muſt ftand by their own 
choice. You will have redeemed your own fouls, 
and will be found in your lots at the end p time. 

: | pon- 


- 


through vnwatchfulneſs, ſuffered him or her 
to go, but we ſhall moſt certainly ſtand accountable 


&@ < 0Q OO = 


3 


rnb thoſe of all ages from the buſy 


1 vg J 


A; tous crown uwaine; you vill loo 
open them to the boundleſs fruition 0 


joy in a happy eternity. 


we do ſometimes with frm obſerve un⸗ 
wearied labours of a parent's love, beſtowed without 
the deſired effect: it is mournful to ſee children 

ierce with — and anxiety the breaſt that has 
— pport in their infantile years; to fill 
that eye ich 8 that has dropt over them the 
tear of maternal tenderneſs : it is a cruel thing for 
a child to mingle gall and wormwood in the cup of a 
parent deſcending to the grave! Let ſuch be aſſured 
that their own portion of gall and wormwood will 
be doubly increaſed OPEN in the ſolemn hour of 
juſt retribution. | 


But, O, belgend youth! I onmaſily deſire that you 


| may never thus widely deviate from the paths of 


rectitude. It is on you the hopes of the preſent age 
muſt ſhortly devolve ; may you wiſely chuſe an early 
ſubmiſhon- to the holy diſcipline of the croſs of 
Cur1sr, that you may come up as an army for Gop. 
Conſider the uncertainty of thy ſtay — conſider 
the 1 8 buſineſs of life, ghar let the love of 

ry - unprofitable delight be fwallowed up in the 
por purſuit of glory, We immortality, and 
eternal life. 


Me are daily inſtructed wa the powerful, eloquent 

of mortality. Death invades all ranks, 

ſ ded with kf — 

She who was yeſterday ſurrounded with nuptial 30ys, 

muſt to-morrow be confined within the . 
ſure of the ſilent grave. 


Let 


| 


k 120 ] 


Let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride 


out of her cloſet. 


Let the young be joyous, and thoſe who are in 
the bloom of lite leave every thing which tends to 
retard their progreſs towards the city of the ſaints 


ſolemnity: let them relinquiſh their moſt exalted 


ſatisfactions, rather than neglect to lay hold on the 
joys of Gop'ꝰs ſalvation, which are unutterably more 
deſirable than all the ſin- pleaſing gratifications that 
this world can beſtow. | 


Let the rich; | the miniſters of the Lad, weep between © 


the porch and the altar. 


| This ſhould not be confined to thoſe only whoſe 
mouths may be opened publicly ee vou; for it 


belongs to all thoſe who preach to others by the re- 
gularity of a godly liſe and converſation. Although 
we are favoured with a living miniſtry of divine 


appointment, who dare not fill the ears of men with 
a repetition of unfelt truths, nor amuſe them with 
the unprofitable productions of an empty mind, but 
are concerned to diſcharge themſelves faithfully, as 
ſtewards of the myſteries of Gop ; yet let them be 
Joined by all thoſe that mourn for the deſolation of 
Zion, by all who wiſh peace within her walls, and 
proſperity within her palaces. | 


Let us weep between the porch and the altar, ſay- 
ing, Spare thy people, O Lord] and give not thy heri- 
tage to reproach, that the heathen ſhould rule over them : 
_ 1 ſhould they ſay among the people, Where is 

r God? CHE" 25 


If 
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If we were thus unitedly enga een in e 
OR 


Ir Iſrael, it may be = = 
How over his land, with an holy jealouly ; for I 
cannot think that a people whom he has rai ed by his 


invincible power, and ſo ſignally placed his name 


amongſt, were ever deſigne to be only the tranſient ' 
glory of a couple of centuries. J am ſtill revived 
2 a ſecret. hope of better times, when our Zion 
6 | ents, and-in her, e iy 
and with her, ſhall ariſe Judges 4 at abe An, aun 


again 3 on her beautiful 
counſellors as at the beginning. |. Let us weep between 
plc, RE the land e! be ff ſpare 


The gracious ear of our 1 — — Fattion i is fil 
to the ſupplications of his children, and 1 be- 
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25 he will yet be jealous « over 2585 ——. and pity 7 


his people. NES 8 5 $0288 


The die approaches. when, _ great dather'i in E 5 


pieces will more and more come up amongſt us; and 

may all, who are broken by him, wait to be healed 
* ariſin of his love: I ſhall nor live to ſee it, 

= I live in 1 

the faith, that the Lord of Holly will: yet beautify 

the place of his feet, that our Zion will yet become 

an eternal excellency, n n t 

the whole earth. £7 
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be jealous over his land, and pity 
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Able, the only Gov, be honour and p 
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yet yearn over his children, with all the TIS 


of a father's love! 


How all I give hee 5 up, 0 Eph aim? Ea Pr 
1 make thee gs Admah, and fet thee as Zeboim ® Hony 
Hall F eaft thee off from being a people before mes By 
this moving and pathetic language would the great 
Father of the univerſe indace you to return to the 
arms of everlaſting mercy; and if we, who are 
placed as watehmen in Lien, faithfully drſcharge 
the truſt repoſed in us, we ſhall be gs mftru- 
mental in gathering the ſeattered and difperfed 
ſheep, from the 7 and from the weſt, from the 
nort and from the ſouth, to the great She herd, to 
the one ſheepfold, and finally obtain an admittance 
into thoſe - plortous manfions, where the morni 


ſtars join Fg finging halle jan! and where the font 


of God for ever ſhout for joy. f 


Ne unto the King, eternal, Tine and invi- 
0 for ever 
and over. g 
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